Jewish 


= FRONTIER 


——————————————— RE A 


At the Bar of History 


by THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 


The End of the parent 


by HAYIM GREENBERG 


by SIR NORMAN ANGELL 


The Conditions for Zionist Success 


Editoruals: 
The Last Stand 


The American Jewish Conference 


JUNE, 1943 TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 








THE FRONTIER DINNER 


One can say without fear of violent 
contradiction that the JEWISH FRON- 
TIER Eighth Anniversary Dinner, held 
at the Commodore Hotel on May 12, 
fulfilled the expectations of the sev- 
eral hundred faithful FRONTIER read- 
ers and friends in attendance, as well 
as those of the FRONTIER management. 
It was thanks to the splendid address 
of Sir Norman Angell, in the sym- 
posium on “Palestine’s Role in the 
Post-War World,” that the absence of 
some of the usual “trimmings” — 
which were dispensed with in keep- 
ing with the times—went quite un- 
noticed. The contribution of Rabbi 
Jacob J. Weinstein in his multiple 
capacity of master of ceremonies, ap- 
peal-maker, introducer and summar- 
izer of the symposium, served to round 
out a background of good-fellowship 
based on an earnest devotion to a com- 
mon cause. The evening ranked, b’ all 
accounts, among the outstanding cul- 
tural events of the season. 

On the practical side, too, the din- 
ner measured up to expectations. May 
we quote a few sentences from some 
of the letters which accompanied the 
contributions: 

Mr. Meyer Weisgal, assistant to Dr. 
Weitzmann, writes, “I take great pleas- 
ure in sending you here, on behalf of 
Dr. Weizmann, a check for $250 in 
fulfillment of his pledge made on the 
occasion of the Eight Anniversary Din- 
ner of the JEWISH FRONTIER. Dr. 
Weizmann has asked me to tell you 
that he would like to regard this con- 
tribution as a mere token of his inter- 
est in the fine quality of the JEWISH 
FRONTIER and as a tribute to your 
editor, Hayim Greenberg.” 

Rebecca Shulman (Mrs. Herman) 
writes, enclosing a check for $200: 
“When a subscriber reads a magazine 
as soon as it arrives, that magazine is 
good! That magazine, for me, is the 
JEWISH FRONTIER. I read it closely 
from cover to cover. I invariably find 
its vigorous, straight-shooting editor- 
ials and articles of absorbing and pro- 
vocative interest, and even when I go 
about doing other things, the facts and 
opinions in the FRONTIER have a way 
of injecting themselves into my 
thoughts. 

“As a member of Hadassah and a 
_ devoted reader of our own publication, 

the Hadassah Newsletter, 1 find that 
reading the Newsletter and the FRON- 
TIER gives me a comprehensive view 
of Jewish life and problems, a striking, 
up-to-the-minute picture of Palestine 
and keen analyses of the major Zionist 
interests of the moment. One maga- 
zine is a complement of the other. 

“My wish is that many more people, 
particularly Zionists and friends of 
Zionism, would read the FRONTIER 
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regularly, and I hope that the contribu- 
tion I am enclosing will help in some 
small measure to keep the FRONTIER 
on its path of enlightenment and to 
extend its reading public.” 

And Sir Norman Angell: “I am en- 
closing herewith a cheque for seventy- 
five dollars in accordance with my 
pledge of the other evening.” 

The funds obtained through the 
contributions at the dinner, as well as 
other funds contributed by friends of 
the FRONTIER in other communities, 
have enabled the FRONTIER manage- 
ment to take the first steps in provid- 
ing Jewish servicemen with reading 
matter which will keep them in touch 
with Jewish life. About 1,200 copies 
of the JEWISH FRONTIER are already 
being distributed among Jewish sold- 
iers and sailors. 

Rabbi Rubin R. Dobin writes from 
an Army Hospital at Staten Island, 
N. Y.: “As a member of the Chap- 
lains’ Corps of the Halloran General 
Hospital, one of the largest Army hos- 


pitals in the country, it is my duty to 
visit the wards, and comfort the 
wounded, many of whom are Jewish. 
On my rounds I have noticed the need 
for reading matter for the men. I 
thought your publication would be a 
choice one to circulate among the Jew- 
ish men. Therefore may I request that 
you send twelve copies of each issue to 
me, so that I may pass them about the 
Jewish wounded servicemen.” 

And from all the way around the 
globe comes the following, from Chap- 
lain Harry R. Richmond of Hawaii: 
“Only today we received six copies of 
the March JEWISH FRONTIER; and 
the same number we have received for 
a year or more. Every copy is being 


.tead and re-read by our men who are 


always stretching out their hand when- 
ever we have a copy of the FRONTIER 
for distribution. It is a pleasure to 
write you of their enjoyment of your 
publication; to acknowledge your gen- 
erous offer to the Jewish servicemen 
in our midst and to express, on their 
behalf, our gratitude to you.” 
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Comments of the Month 


HRVUTTSIUUAUAE AL PATTY 


AFTER BERMUDA 


r ANY hopes were yet entertained as to the out- 
come of the Bermuda Conference—what with the 
secrecy in which its decisions have been veiled, pur- 
portedly for reasons of military security—they have 
been completely shattered by the May 19th debate 


on the refugee problem in the British House Com- 
mons. Captain Osbert Peake, Undersecretar f the 
Home Office and one of the British delegate: » Ber- 
muda, had nothing to add to the statement i_ ted at 


the conclusion of the conference and sought t. parry 
the sharp criticism of the House members by reiter- 
ating the by now familiar excuses and by relating 
Britain’s past efforts in behalf of refugees. At the 
conclusion of the debate Anthony Eden himself 
declared that “though the Government is fully sensi- 
tive to the seriousness of the position of the refu- 
gees,” it feared that not much could be done for 
them at this time. 

But it is this professed sensitiveness which is very 
much in question. Was there really nothing that 
could be done? Even if negotiations with Germany 
are to be ruled out, could not something be done 
about the Jews in the satellite countries, particularly 
in the Balkans? At this very time some 80,000 in 
Bulgaria are facing expulsion which is tantamount 
to eventual extermination. Could not an effort 
have been made to remove these people to Palestine? 
That they could be taken out is not beyond the 
realm of possibility, and that an overland route, via 
neutral Turkey, is available—thus eliminating the 
need of ships altogether—must be well known to the 
governmental authorities. 

But instead of making any effort in this direction, 
the British Government spokesmen chose to offer 
the Jews a dubious consolation: the problem is no 
longer a purely Jewish one. Unlike the pre-war 
years, the Jews today, thank Heaven, have comrades 
in misery. One hundred and twenty million Euro- 
peans, said Eden, would like to escape Europe if they 
only could. 

Once the problem is posed in this way it becomes 
clear that nothing substantial could be done to solve 
it except win the war and liberate the continent. It 
would seem to be superfluous to show that this spur- 
ious argumentation is based on the false premise that 
the problem of the Jews of Europe is really identical 
with that of the other inhabitants of the Nazi- 
occupied countries. It has been proven repeatedly, 
but apparently to no effect, that it is the Jews, and 
the Jews alone, who have been marked by Hitler 
not for subjugation, not for slavery, not for a status 
of permanent inferiority, but for total and complete 
destruction. 


Reports from Nazi-occupied Europe continue 
the tale of Hitler’s massacres. Standing “ at the 
bar of history, of humanity and of God,”—in the 
words of the Archbishop of Canterbury—the demo- 
cratic world, because it has allowed precious days 
and weeks and months to pass in complete passivity, 
in “exploratory” conferences and in high-sounding 
apologies, will be found guilty of complicity in the 
greatest crime in the histo.y of modern civilization. 


THe Last S’ Nb 


as ZYGELBOJM, a leader of the Polish- 
Jewish socialists and a member of Sikorski’s 
Polish National Council, committed suicide on May 
12. According to the P.M. correspondent, Zygelbojm 
killed himself “out of chagrin.” Jaczynski, a Gentile 
leader of the Polish underground movement, had 
managed to reach London. He carried a message to 
Zygelbojm from the remaining Jews in the Warsaw 
ghetto. Before leaving Warsaw, Jaczynski had been 
told by the still surviving Jews in the ghetto: “Jew- 
ish leaders abroad won't be interested. At eleven in 
the morning you will begin telling them about the 
anguish of the Jews in Poland, but at 1 p.m. they 
will ask you to halt the narrative so they can have 
lunch, That is a difference which cannot be bridged. 
They will go on lunching at the regular hour at 
their favorite restaurant. So they cannot understand 
what is happening in Poland.” 

Nevertheless, the Jews of Warsaw had sent a last 
message. They bade Zygelbojm to urge the Jews of 
London to go to the American Embassy and the Brit- 
ish Foreign Office and stay until driven out. If ar- 
rested, they should go on a hunger strike until death. 

That was the message. It was not sent with much 
hope. The Jews still alive in Poland knew before- 
hand that everybody would keep on lunching, while 
the massacre went on. Zygelbojm knew it too. No 
Jews in London were indecorous enough to embar- 
rass the representatives of the great democracies by 
unseemly demonstrations. No one went on “melo- 
dramatic” hunger strikes. The favorite restaurants 
were not neglected. And the Bermuda Conference 
washed its hands of blood among the perfume of the 
Easter lilies. So Zygelbojm took poison, unable to 
exist further in this well-bred world which could no 
longer feel horror, or indignation, or sympathy. 

Zygelbojm understood that he lived in an unreal 
world in which he had no part, a world which played 
an elaborate hocus-pocus game of conferences, and 
resolutions and declarations while it blocked every 
avenue of escape, a crazy world which sent ships with 
helpless human beings to founder rather than let 
them disembark on any of its vast shores, a barbarous 
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world which could find no room in any of its huge 
territories for the innocent fleeing from slaughter, an 
evil world which murdered or silently conspired in 
murder. 

Zygelbojm had to leave the grimacing illusion of 
a civilized world in which the conventions of human- 
ity prevailed. There was a real world from which he 
had shortly come and to which he was allied, the 
grim world of the ghetto where the assassin raged, 
gassing and choking efficiently, systematically so 
many thousands per day. Zygelbojm could not di- 
vorce himself from that reality; he could not make 
his peace with the glostly world of occasional 
speeches, averted’ faces and closed doors. He be- 
longed with the 'ead and those about to die. He 
belonged with those who knocked at the gate, crying, 
“Give sanctuary,” not with those who, while prete: d- 
ing not to hear, rose and turned the key more securely 
in the lock. 

Adam Czerniakow, the mayor of the Warsaw 
ghetto, killed himself; Zygelbojm killed himself. 
And people whose appetites are good, whose nights 
are calm, protest: “They should have kept on fight- 
ing.” There are suicide dives with a bomber on 
the deck of an enemy battleship. The pilot perishes 
but he is acclaimed a hero. Deaths like Zygelbojm’s 
are suicide dives upon the hardened conscience of the 
world. Perhaps the steel will be shattered; perhaps 
the imagination will be stirred. 


The Jews in the Warsaw ghetto received no an- 
swer to their call; no one was tactless enough to be- 
siege the embassies of the allied nations, as the per- 
ishing in their simplicity had begged, nor did any one 
starve himself to death as a futile gesture. Everyone 
behaved with admirable reason and restraint. If 
Zygelbojm had not killed himself, few would so 
much as have known of the strange request which 
issued from the thirty thousand Jews who were all 
that remained of the hundreds of thousands once 
shut up in the Warsaw ghetto. 

But something glorious happened in the Warsaw 
ghetto which Zygelbojm did not live to witness. The 
thirty thousand made a last stand. They did not let 
themselves be led to slaughter. They knew what 
fate awaited them, and they died fighting. We do 
not know the details of that fierce and hopeless 
struggle, foredoomed from the beginning; we only 
know that the German murderers had to bring up 
tanks and artillery before they could complete their 
carnage. The Jews, furnished with arms smuggled 
to them by the Polish underground, fought fiercely— 
man, woman and child—barricading themselves in 
their houses. According to information from the 
Polish government, nearly a thousand Nazis were 
killed or wounded before the last of Warsaw Jewry 
was murdered. 

A heroic, somber battle in which the victory is 
surely not to the thugs who completed their, planned 
assassination! The Warsaw ghetto has been “liqui- 
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dated.” Leaders of Polish Jewry are dead by their 
own hand. And the world which looks on passively 
is, in its way, dead too. 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFEREN 


i ANYTHING is required to point up the crucial 
significance of the forthcoming American Jewish 
Conference, it is some of the dispatches that have 
been recently gracing the public press. Commit- 
ments as to the character of the post-war world are 
in the process of being made by those in a position to 
do so, and one is aware of concerted attempts to 
shape public opinion along predetermined lines. The 
Sulzberger articles in the New York Times in regard 
to the Near East are a case in point. The constant 
emphasis of the writer, at every opportune and inop- 
portune moment, on the hostility of all Arabs, be 
they in Iraq or Morocco, to Zionism, has only one 
purpose: to prepare the public mind for a sell-out of 
Zionism on the spurious grounds that an attempt to 
fulfill the pledge of the Balfour Declaration would 
endanger the war effort. This is a theme song which 
is being chanted with increasing insistence. 

An even plainer analysis of what the future may 
hold for the Jewish people is to be found in a report 
from Jerusalem (New York Times, May 24). The 
Times correspondent has this to say about the state 
of mind in Palestine: 

“Zionism today faces its most acute and baffling 
deadlock since the contemporary political Zionist 
movement began fifty years ago. The recent Anglo- 
American Conference on Refugees, held in Bermuda, 
brought about that deadlock. 

“The Bermuda conference had been widely hailed 
as a golden opportunity, likely to bring a large-scale 
refugees’ settlement in Palestine within bounds of 
practical possibilities. But it speedily became evi- 
dent that this was not feasible, owing to the British 
Government’s special political reservations regard- 
ing further Jewish immigration into the Holy Land. 

“Undoubtedly Palestine Jewry, too, has been bit- 
terly disappointed by the outcome of the Bermuda 
conference. It is stated among Jews here, first, that 
the recommendations by American and British dele- 
gates as finally adopted by those governments were 
likely to be of insufficient scope to provide for the 
rescue of any large number of the hundreds of thou- 
sands of European Jews still surviving the Nazi 
holocaust. Second, they foresee that Palestine will 
have only a minor place among practical resettle- 
ment considerations owing to the British Govern- 
ment’s obviously unalterable decision to adhere to its 
White Paper of May, 1939, under which less than 
30,000 additional Jewish immigrants would be ad- 
mitted to Palestine by the end of March, 1944.” 

The writer goes on to add that the Arabs, pre- 
viously sceptical in regard to the White Paper, have 
drawn new faith as a result of the Bermuda Confer- 
ence, and are pressing for “local independence” as a 
prelude to joining an Arab Federation. 
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Such a dispatch is an indication of which way the 
wind is blowing. No matter how specious the anti- 
Zionist arguments may be, and how often disproved 
by the actual history of the development of the Jew- 
ish National Home, the fact remains that a marshal- 
ling of forces is taking place which Jews must be in a 
position to meet as effectively as possible. 


When in addition there appears Congressman 
Bloom’s announcement about the Bermuda Confer- 
ence that “I, as a Jew, am perfectly satisfied with the 
results,” one appreciates increasingly the importance 
of adequate Jewish representation before the Peace 
Table. Unless the voice of American Jewry is heard 
forcefully and unequivocally, there is the danger that 
such shameful bleatings as the Honorable Bloom’s 
will be accepted as general Jewish acquiescence in 
proceedings of which the Bermuda Conference was 
only a symptom. 


The American Jewish Conference, which will con- 
vene in the first week of July, has as its specific task 
the formulation of post-war demands to be presented 
by a United Jewish Delegation to the Peace Confer- 
ence, whenever it will take place. Five hundred dele- 
gates will be elected to the American Jewish Confer- 
ence who will be empowered to determine with what 
program American Jewry will come before the 
United Nations. Consequently, it is essential that 
delegates be elected who will be aware of their his- 
toric responsibility when the destiny of the Jewish 
people again hangs in the balance. 


All Zionist groups have accepted the resolutions 
incorporated in the Biltmore Platform. They de- 
mand that Palestine be set up as a Jewish Common- 
wealth. In view of the fact that the White Paper of 
1939 is still official British policy, it is imperative to 
counter with a clear-cut political objective, and to 
press this objective with the full weight of American 
Jewry behind it. Nothing will so readily facilitate 
the betrayal of the Jews in Palestine and of Europe 
than the failure of five million American Jews to 
write in the demand that the pledge of a Jewish 
Homeland not be repudiated. The American Jewish 
Conference will provide an opportunity for anti- 
Zionists among American Jewry to recruit their can- 
didates among non-Zionists or the large groups of 
unaffiliated Jews. Now is the time for every Zionist 
to make clear how much is at stake in the formula- 
tion of a post-war program. The Peace Conference 
cannot evade the Jewish question. The bloody Hitler 
decade has made that impossible. A long-range solu- 
tion for the prolonged martyrdom of European Jewry 
must be determined. The United Nations are aware 
of this; it would therefore be a crime against what 
remains of the Jewish people for the free Jews of 
America to sabotage the hope of a Jewish future 
through indifference or ignorance. 


The anti-Zionists in the United Seates are a small 
but powerful group. The course of the past years has 
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aroused a great deal of sympathy for the settlement 
of Palestine among wide circles who are not affiliated 
with any of the Zionist parties. It is these circles 
whose votes must be won for delegates committed to 
a Jewish Commonwealth. 


The Labor Zionists have entered a separate ticket, 
instead of joining a Zionist bloc. They have done 
this in the conviction that the interests of the Zionist 
cause will be most effectively served by this method. 
There is nothing rigorous about the Labor Zionist 
decision. There is no absolute refusal to unite with 
other Zionist groups in drawing up a list of candi- 
dates. For instance, in small communities where 
only one or two delegates may be elected, Labor 
Zionists are prepared to swing their strength to that 
of other Zionist parties in the community so as to 
insure the election of a Zionist delegate. Local con- 
ditions are in every case to determine the wisest pro- 
cedure. However, in large cities, where a consider- 
able number of delegates is to be elected, and where 
the election of a number of delegates committed to 
the general principles of the Biltmore program is 
certain, there is no practical reason for not stressing 
the particular ideological platform of the various 
Zionist candidates. The appeal to neutral or un- 
affiliated groups may even be strengthened by this 
procedure. 


Labor Zionists, for instance, because of the 
achievements of the Histadrut and the pioneers in 
Palestine, are likely to make a special appeal to labor 
and certain liberal elements who might not as readily 
vote for a general Zionist delegate. Consequently, a 
formal union of all Zionist groups in all circum- 
stances might result in a dissipation of potential 
Zionist strength, instead of the reverse. 


The Labor Zionist Convention held in March 
1943 formulated a platform incorporating the de- 
mands for a Jewish Commonwealth, a World Jewish 
Representation, minority rights, and a detailed pro- 
gram for the legal and economic rehabilitation of 
European Jewry. What differentiates the Labor 
Zionist program from that of other Zionist parties is 
the special emphasis of the Labor Zionists on the 
progressive character of the society to be built in 
Palestine, and to be furthered in the countries of the 
Diaspora. We ask for the support of our candidates 
not only because we feel that our ideology holds the 
best promise of a just social order, but because the 
whole experience of Zionist pioneering has shown 
the flexibility and economic soundness of the cooper- 
ative form as an instrument of colonization in periods 
of crisis. During the riots, during the era of the 
“illegal” immigration, it was the Labor kvatza which 
proved to be the most effective instrument both of 
extending the zone of Zionist colonization and of re- 
ceiving an influx of new immigrants. The test of 
adversity vindicated the preeminence of the kvutza. 


After the war, Palestine will be faced with the 
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problem of mass immigration; without such immi- 
gration, all talk of a Jewish Commonwealth is idle. 
Labor Zionism, through its ideology and its exper- 
ience, has developed the form naturally adapted to 
cope with the problem of integrating large numbers 
into the country—the workers’ collective, which pro- 
vides housing at minimum cost, and utilizes the 
energies of the newcomer at once in a productive 
fashion. 

In Palestine, the chalutz has led the way. The 
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thousands who wait for the hour when Palestine will 
be open to them now have a path to follow. We 
urge the support of Labor Zionist candidates, where- 
ever these are presented, in the knowledge that 
service to the ideal of a new social vision has also 
proven to be the most practical means of rebuilding 
the Jewish Homeland. For these reasons, it is im- 
portant to have as large a Labor Zionist representa- 
tion as possible. We appeal to all liberals to vote the 
Labor Zionist ticket. 


At The Bar of History 


by the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury 
(From an Address Delivered in the House of Lords) 


E ARE confronted with an evil the magnitude 

and horror of which it is impossible to de- 
scribe in words. There has, I suppose, never been so 
great a manifestation of the power of sheer cruelty 
and of the determination to wreak upon a helpless 
people what is not vengeance, for there is no offense, 
but the satisfaction of a mere delight in power as 
what is to be witnessed on the continent of Europe 
at the present time. We are wisely advised not to 
limit our attention in this connection to the sufferers 
of any one race, and we must remember that there 
are Citizens of many countries who are subject to 
just the same kind of monstrous persecution, and 
even massacre. None the less, there has been a con- 
centration of this fury against the Jews, and it is 
inevitable that we should give special attention to 
what is being carried through, and still further 
plotted against them. 

We know that Hitler near the beginning of the 
war declared that this war must lead to the exter- 
mination of either the Jewish or the German people, 
and it should not be the Germans. He is now putting 
that threat into effect, and no doubt we are to a very 
large extent at present powerless to stop him. We 
are told that the only real solution is rapid victory. 
No doubt it is true that if we could win the war in 
the course of a few weeks we could still deliver mul- 
titudes of those who are now doomed to death. But 
we dare not look for such a result, and we know 
that what we can do will be but little in comparison 
with the need. My whole plea on behalf of those 
for whom I am speaking is that whether what we 
do be large or little it should at least be all we can do. 

I do not think I need try to kindle your Lordships’ 
imaginations afresh with a picture of what is going 
on, but perhaps it is worth while to recall some of 
the more recent reports that have reached us. Many 
of us heard the announcement from the B.B.C. a little 
while ago in the News that a decree has now been 
published in the Czech provinces of Bohemia and 
Moravia which has the effect of sentencing all the 
Jews there to death by starvation. Their ration cards 


are to be taken from them, and they are forbidden 
to buy unrationed foods. The Nazis have ordered that 
all Jews must be cleared out of Moravia by the end 
of next month, and by the same date there must be 
none in Berlin. The deportation of Jews from Ger- 
many is going on at an increasing rate, and most of 
them die in concentration camps and ghettos. 

I am sure there can be no need for me to continue 
the description of the horror. I believe that part of 
our difficulty in arousing ourselves and our fellow- 
countrymen to the degree of indignation that it would 
seem to merit is the fact that the imagination recoils 
before it. It is impossible to hold such things at all 
before the mind. But we are all agreed in this House 
on the main purpose of this Motion,* to offer our 
utmost support to the Government in all they can 
do; but with all sympathy for Members of His Ma- 
jesty’s Government, I am sure they will forgive some 
of us who wonder whether quite everything possible 
has really already been done. We remember the 
solemn statement of the United Nations made public 
on December 17, and it is inevitable that we should 
contrast the solemnity of the ‘words then used, and 
the reception accorded to them, with the very meager 
action that has actually followed. Of course, the diffi- 
culties are extremely great. We ought, in any words 
of criticism that we utter, to have the utmost sympathy 
for the Government in their task of administration, 
but we wish to offer our support not merely to show 
that it may be relied upon—for the Government, I 
am sure, know that—but also as a spur to greater 
rapidity to action if it may be possible. It is the delays 
in the whole matter while these horrors go on daily 
that make some of us wonder whether it may not be 
possible to speed things up a little. 

* The resolution introduced by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
on March 23, 1943, as fallows: 

“That in view of the massacres and starvation of Jews and 
others in enemy and enemy-occupied countries, this House 
desires to assure His Majesty’s Government of its fullest sup- 
port for immediate measures, on the largest and most gener- 
ous scale compatible with the requirements of military opera- 
tions and security, for providing help and temporary asylum 


to persons in danger of massacre who are able to leave enemy 
and enemy-occupied countries.” 
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One must admit that some of the arguments hith- 
erto advanced as justifying the comparative inaction 
seem quite disproportionate to the scale of the evil 
confronting us. They are real in themselves, but 
they are the kind of thing that many of us feel should 
really be brushed aside if only we have before our 
minds the situation with which we are trying to deal. 
If I may allude to an event which took place before 
the German occupation of Vichy France, some of us 
went to see the Home Secretary with reference to the 
deliverance from France of those Jews destined for 
deportation to Germany. Obviously the urgency of 
the problem then was rather less acute than it has 
become since, and it did seem to many of us at that 
time it was hardly possible that anyone who had 
before his mind the facts with which we are dealing, 
would have thought it appropriate to give as reasons 
for no further action the kind of facts that were then 
set before us. We were given, for example, a very 
full statement of the great part that has been taken 
by this country and other countries of the British 
Empire in the relief of refugees and the reception of 
them into our country. That, of course, would be 
relevant if the people in the other lands were suffer- 
ing great discomfort or great privation, but when 
what you are confronted with is wholesale massacre, 
it seemed to most of us not only irrelevant, but gro- 
tesquely irrelevant. 


We come to the question: Is there anything that 
can in fact be done? We were much encouraged by 
the promise that was given by His Majesty’s Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies on February 3rd with 
regard to the admission of Jews, both children and 
adults, to Palestine. Your Lordships will remember 
that he said that Bulgaria has agreed to let go, and 
Palestine to admit, 4,000 Jewish children and 500 
accompanying adults, also that up to 500 children 
from Hungary and Rumania would be admitted and 
that the 270 previously arranged for were already 
on their way. Further admissions to Palestine would 
take place later up to the permitted maximum of 
29,000 available out of the four years’ immigration 
quota for Palestine. That was on Febrdary 3rd. On 
February 24th he was obliged to say that no move- 
ment of these persons had yet taken place. That was 
three weeks later. Once again we know there are 
great difficulties about shipping and the like, and we 
quite recognize that some delay is inevitable; but 
three weeks struck some of us as a long time in which 
nothing at all should take place, and we are most 
anxious to hear to-day whether anything has taken 
place since then. 

So, first, I would put the plea that action should 
be taken as promptly as possible to carry out the 
promise given by the Colonial Secretary. Secondly, 
I would urge that we should revive the scheme of 
visas for entry into this country. Surely we might at 
least agree to admit to this country all those who are 
able to get here—they would not be very many— 
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who have husbands, wives or sons already here, and 
especially those who have sons actually serving in 
our Forces. The probability of their being dangerous 
or unreliable is so slight that we may surely neglect 
it. But there have been cases where precisely that 
kind of applicant has been refused. I have instances 
here of some of these, as it seems to us, unduly hard 
cases. A Jewish couple, who escaped into Spain and 
were interned, have four sons in our Armed Forces, 
able and anxious to maintain them. Visas were re- 
fused them. The case was strongly pressed by the 
refugee organization concerned, There are several 
similar cases with one or more sons or brothers in the 
British Forces. The sons were recently told that they 
might shortly be sent overseas, and they longed to 
know that their parents were safe from a possible 
German invasion of Spain. Again, a high official in 
the French Fighting Forces applied for visas for a 
Jewish family who had escaped from France into 
Portugal. Visas were granted for the two sons to 
join the French Forces but refused for their parents, 
though the French officials strongly pressed for them. 


I do not know what are the grounds given for the 
refusal in most of these cases, except that they do 
not fall for the most part within certain categories 
which have been drawn up to regulate the admission 
of German refugees. But these categories are not, 
like the categories in Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, 
a necessity of human thought, and though it is quite 
possible to refuse them, it would seem to many of 
us that in face of the evil now confronting us it is 
most urgently necessary that they should be revised. 

But it is very doubtful whether more than a trifle 
could be done except the avoidance of causing fear- 
ful pain to persons already in very bitter distress so 
long as the administration from this country is lim- 
ited to the handling of individuals. And so we want 
to suggest the granting of blocks of visas to the Con- 
suls in Spain and Portugal, and perhaps in Turkey, 
to be used at their discretion. We know, of course, 
that the German Government will not give exit per- 
mits. What matters is that we should open our doors, 
irrespective of the question whether the German 
door is open or shut, so that all who can may come. 
If nothing results, then at least we shall not be to 
blame. We can trust the discretion of our own agents 
in these neutral countries to allow only those who 
could safely be permitted to pass through to our 
shores to do so, and it is of the greatest importance 
to give relief to those neutral countries, because there 
is at present a steady stream, or perhaps more accu- 
rately a steady trickle of refugees from France both 
into Spain and into Switzerland. The numbers that 
those countries, already suffering a good deal in short- 
age of food and with their standard of life so far 
below our own, will be able to receive are of course 
limited. If we can open the door at the other side and 
bring away from Spain and Portugal and (if the 
transport is available, but probably it would not be) 
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from Switzerland and also from Turkey those who 
are able to make their escape there, we shall render 
it far more probable that the channels through which 
that trickle percolates will not be blocked. 


If I understand the matter rightly, the main roads 
and the railways are closed, but the paths of the hills 
and the Pyrenees are not; therefore this trickle goes 
steadily on, the Spanish authorities no doubt knowing 
of it but not thinking it sufficiently serious, or per- 
haps not having the desire to check it. Anyhow, there 
it is. We can hardly expect it will last much longer 
unless we are willing that the door should be open at 
the other end and that some at least of those who go 
into the neutral countries and pass through them 
should come on to our own country, or to the terri- 
tories of the British Empire or of the Allied Nations 
so far as they will agree. Then, once more, it is urged 
that we should offer help to European neutrals, to 
encourage them to admit new refugees, in the form 
of guarantees from the United Nations to relieve 
them of a stipulated proportion of refugees after vic- 
tory, or, if possible, sooner; that we should offer gifts 
of or facilities for obtaining food, clothing, petrol, 
navicerts and the like for these neutral countries, and 
also that we should offer direct financial aid. I should 
like to ask if information can be given whether any 
of these States have indicated a willingness to receive 
more refugees if such help is available. These are 
some of the practical ways by which we urge that 
steps should really be taken at least to relieve this 
situation. It is fully understood that shipping diffi- 
culties are very great, but would it be possible per- 
haps to charter a few ships from neutral countries to 
act as ferry boats between ports of evacuation and 
ports of refuge? And could not ships that cross the 
Atlantic this way with troops, food, munitions, and 
so forth, take back refugees to some ports on the 
American side within the British Empire or, if the 
United States would agree, also to their own ports? 

There is one point I would raise more tentatively, 
but it has been responsibly put forward and I think 
it ought to be seriously considered, though I cannot 
urge it with the same confidence. It is that through 
some neutral Power an offer should directly be made 
to the German Government to receive Jews in terri- 
tories of the British Empire and, so far as they agree, 
of the other Allied Nations on a scheme of so many 
each month. Very likely it would be refused, and 
then Hitler’s guilt would stand out all the more evi- 
' dently. If the offer were accepted there would, of 
course, be difficulties enough, but it would be the 
business of the Germans to overcome these so far as 
concerns the conveyance of the refugees to the ports, 
and efforts could be made to secure help from Swe- 
den and other neutral countries for shipping from 
the ports. It would not relieve the German Govern- 
ment of any feeding problem, for Hitler is scarcely 
feeding the Jews now. It would do next to nothing 
in the way of benefiting him. Some of us have won- 
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dered how far the possibility has been considered of 
receiving any considerable number, particularly of 
children, in Eire and whether the Government of 
Eire have been consulted about this. I wish to repeat 
that I do not urge this proposal of a direct offer to 
the German Government with at all the same confi- 
dence I had in putting forward the other proposition. 
I can see general grounds on which it might be 
undesirable, and these must be very carefully watched, 
but I do think that it deserves very careful considera- 
tion and should not be turned down merely on the 
ground that we will have nothing to do with these 
barbarians. 


It is said that there is danger of an anti-Semitic 
feeling in this country. No doubt that feeling exists 
in some degree, and no doubt it could very easily be 
fanned into flame, but I am quite sure it exists at 
present only in comparatively small patches. It is 
very local when it exists at all, and therefore it re- 
ceives a degree of attention beyond what it deserves. 
But if the Government were to decide that it was wise 
and practicable to put in action any of the proposals 
that I have laid before your Lordships, it would be 
very easy for the Government, by skilful use of the 
wireless, to win the sympathy and confidence of the 
people for their proposals, especially if a large num- 
ber of those who were brought out were children and 
were being delivered from almost certain death. Then 
there is the question whether it would too seriously 
affect the feeding of our own people. I can only say 
that we are being at this time so wonderfully fed that 
we could well go without a little of our present con- 
venience in that matter, and I believe the people 
would be most ready to do it if they knew it was re- 
quired to free these people not from discomfort, not 
from any of the ordinary means of persecution, but 
from massacre and the threat of it hanging over them 
during the few more weeks they might live. 

The whole matter is so big and other claims are so 
urgent that we want further to make the proposition 
that there shall be appointed someone of high stand- 
ing for whom this should be a primary responsibility. 
If we speak with impatience of what has been done 
or has not been done it is not, as I have tried already 
to show, from any lack of sympathy with the Govern- 
ment in the immense complexity of the tasks that 
they are carrying through, but just because of that 
complexity it seems to us more than can reasonably 
be asked of human beings that they should alongside 
of other responsibilities also undertake this on our 
behalf. For this reason I suggest appointing someone 
who should have real authority in the matter and 
should feel responsible for this matter alone. So it is 
urged that there should be appointed someone of 
high standing, either within the Government or, if 
not that, from the Civil Service, to make it his first 
concern, and if the United Nations are ready to act 
together they should appoint a High Commissioner 
or else instruct the High Commissioner for Refugees, 
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already active under the League of Nations, who has 
at present only limited authority in relation to the 
Jews for whom we are seeking relief at present. 

My chief protest is against procrastination of any 
kind. It was three months ago that the solemn dec- 
laration of the United Nations was made and now 
we are confronted with a proposal for an exploratory 
Conference. That sounds as if it involves much more 
delay. It took five weeks from December 17th for 
our Government to approach the United States, and 
then six weeks for the Government of the United 
States to reply, and when they did reply they sug- 
gested a meeting of representatives of the Govern- 
ment for preliminary exploration. The Jews are be- 
ing slaughtered at the rate of tens of thousands a day 
on many days, but there is a proposal for a prelim- 
inary exploration to be made with a view to referring 
the whole matter after that to the Inter-Govern- 
mental Committee on Refugees. My Lords, let us at 
least urge that when that Conference meets it should 
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meet not only for exploration but for decision. We 
know that what we can do is small compared with 
the magnitude of the problem, but we cannot rest so 
long as there is any sense among us that we are not 
doing all that might be done. We have discussed the 
matter on the footing that we are not responsible for 
this great evil, that the burden lies on others, but it 
is always true that the obligations of decent men are 
decided for them by contingencies which they did 
not themselves create and very largely by the action 
of wicked men. The priest and the Levite in the par- 
able were not in the least responsible for the travel- 
ler’s wounds as he lay there by the roadside and no 
doubt they had many other pressing things to attend 
to, but they stand as the picture of those who are 
condemned for neglecting the opportunity of show- 
ing responsibility. We at this moment have upon us 
a tremendous responsibility. We stand at the bar of 
history, of humanity and of God. 


The End of the Comintern 


by Hayim Greenberg 


Spice IS no point in asking too many questions 
concerning Josef Stalin’s motives for the official 
liquidation of the Communist International. One 
may be certain that it did not stem from caprice and 
that his decision to put an end to the existence of a 
“firm” which was for many years viewed by the 
Communist movement as a source of considerable 
prestige was reached after long and serious delibera- 
tion. The dictator of Soviet Russia may act like an 
opportunist, whenever he thinks it necessary, but he 
never allows himself the luxury of impressionism. 
In order to understand clearly all the motives 
which led Stalin to his decision, we would have to 
have at our disposal much more detailed information 
than we actually possess not only about the situation 
in the Soviet Union itself, but about its relationship 
to and its negotiations with the American and British 
governments, about the temper of the populations in 
the Nazi-occupied countries of Europe, about the 
efforts which are now being made in Washington 
and London to remove the pressure of Nazi propa- 
ganda on the few remaining neutrals. The liquida- 
tion of the Comintern may perhaps have served, 
among its other purposes, as a way of satisfying cer- 
tain circles in Italy, as a concession to the Vatican, as 
a means of effecting the consolidation of the anti- 
Axis orientation in the Latin-American republics. 
High government circles in Berlin surely know more 
about these things than do private individuals in this 
country, and the fact that Stalin’s move has caused 
so much excitement there—according to reports 


from Europe, even alarm—is the best proof that we 
are dealing here with an act which may have an im- 
portant influence on the successful conduct of the 
war by the United Nations. From this point of view 
Stalin and the ruling circle around him deserve full 
commendation for the step. 

According to all indications, the dissolution of the 
Comintern will be fully utilized both by the Soviet 
Union and by Britain and the United States as a 
psychological weapon in the war against the Nazi 
propaganda machine in the occupied and neutral 
countries. As well-informed an observer as Walter 
Lippman estimates that the fear of “Bolshevist Im- 
perialism” and its expansion after the defeat of 
Hitler constitutes a not inconsiderable obstacle to the 
forging of a unified resistance in the occupied coun- 
tries, a resistance which should develop simultan- 
eously with the coming invasion of the continent. 
There is every reason to believe that this fear will 
now be considerably weakened. The symbol of ag- 
gressive, revolutionary internationalism is no longer 
in existence. 

We have used the word “symbol” advisedly, for, 
in fact, the Third International has throughout its 
existence served more as a symbol and a shield than 
as an independent living organism. The Comintern 
was never a federation of more or less autonomous 
national Communist parties, each in a position to 
influence its political course. Basically it was always 
an instrument at the complete disposal of the Soviet 
government alone; no Communist party in any coun- 
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try of the world made any impression on its policies. 
When in March, 1919 Moscow issued the call to the 
world proletariat to form a new International in the 
interests of world revolution, only one Communist 
party was in existence outside of Russia: in Germany. 
Most of those who answered the call represented a 
conglomeration of various dissatisfied and frustrated 
political groupings in Europe. What brought them 
together—for a while, at any rate—was not so much 
the adherence to the principles of social revolution as 
expounded by Lenin and Trotsky, as their common 
opposition to war, their hazy dreams of the liquida- 
tion of militarism, their disillusionment with the 
leadership of the Socialist International and their 
readiness to exert pressure that the peace which was 
about to be concluded should incorporate a series of 
more or less far-reaching social reforms. But the 
convener and host of the hastily put-together Inter- 
national was the Russian Communist Party, which at 
once put up severe conditions for admittance into the 
fold. It is immaterial just how these conditions were 
formulated; their sense was abundantly clear: The 
Communist movement throughout the world must 
in fact be controlled and directed by the “mother 
party.” Lenin, Trotsky and Zinoviev in effect suc- 
ceeded in establishing these conditions in a relatively 
short period of time, and the new Communist parties 
which sprang up spontaneously in various countries, 
weighed under by the prestige which was accruing in 
their eyes to the “first proletarian land,” accepted the 
hegemony of Moscow without hesitation. 


Just as there was no genuine democracy within 
the Russian Communist Party itself (it was only 
Trotsky who later told fairy tales about the democ- 
racy which Stalin purportedly destroyed), so too the 
International was from the very beginning deprived 
even of the opportunity of free discussion. The same 
oligarchy which ruled over the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union (and thus over the government 
apparatus itself) became, with some immaterial 
modifications in procedure, the autocratic ruler of 
the International. The Communist parties outside 
Soviet Russia in effect received the status of 
“colonies” in the “empire” of social revolution. A 
“governor” plenipotentiary was assigned to each of 
them from above, and his instructions were law for 
the Communist “natives.” By means of these 
“colonial officials” Moscow was able to manipulate 
abroad so successfully that whenever it served its 
purpose a majority of any national party was over- 
night turned into a minority, and vice versa. The 
Political Bureau of the Russian Communist Party 
also arrogated to itself the authority of “excommuni- 
cation.” The Vatican has in our day much less con- 
trol over its scattered dioceses than Moscow has 
exercised over its “hierarchy of the faithful.” It hap- 
pened more than once that so-called “leaders” of 
Communist parties outside of Russia, who were sus- 
pected of “non-conformism” were summarily sum- 
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moned to Moscow and “liquidated.” (Fourteen mem- 
bers of the Central Committee of the Polish Com- 
munist Party, for example, residing in or especially 
summoned to Moscow, perished in this tragic fashion 
in 1937.) 

The proposal made by Professor Pokrovsky, a 
prominent historian and at one time the vice-Com- 
missat for Education, was characteristic of the first 
period of the Interhational. Prof. Pokrovsky sug- 
gested that Russian be recognized as the inter- 
national language by the entire world for the very 
reason that Russia was the first land which liquidated 
capitalism and thus became the vanguard of the 
world revolution. This status. of the “first-born” in 
the history of social revolution was interpreted to 
mean that Russia had the right to dictate the policies 
of its younger, retarded brothers. Most “leaders” of 
the Communist parties outside Russia had a feeling 
of inferiority with respect to the Russian Bolsheviks 
and were willing to accept their subservient position 
—often with genuine faith, but in many cases with 
servile submission. Though, according to the written 
statutes, each Communist party was to make a cer- 
tain nominal payment toward the support of the 
International, Moscow, with the Soviet treasury at 
its disposal, was the “rich uncle” from the very 
beginning. Moscow supplied the funds and thus 
controlled the actions of the “professional revolu- 
tionaries” (not in the Leninistic-ascetic, but in the 
less flattering sense of the words). Revolutions, 
more correctly, abortive attempts at revolutions, 
were therefore undertaken on several occasions—as 
in Germany, Bulgaria, Estonia—not on the decision 
of the local Communist parties, but under the dictate 
of Moscow. Similarly, revolts were avoided, revolu- 
tionary initiative squelched and the strangest political 
deals made in various countries only because Moscow 
thought these actions expedient or necessary. This is 
not the place to attempt to analyze to what extent 
Soviet foreign policy was dictated in every instance 
by purely Russian nationalist interests or by well- or 
ill-interpreted international Communist interests. 
What is of primary importance, however, is to estab- 
lish the fact that the Communist parties outside 
Soviet Russia never had any say over their own poli- 
tical tactics, nor over their ideology, nor even over the 
phraseology which they employed. 

It may be said from this point of view that by 
liquidating the International Stalin has in effect 
executed a straw-man. He disposed of a symbol, of a 
political fiction, rather than of a vital political organ- 
ism. But this fiction, as has happened frequently 
throughout history, was not without its pragmatic 
value. The multi-lingual assemblage of the Bolshe- 
vist “faithful” was bolstered and stimulated by the 
feeling of political “catholicity,” of super-national 
solidarity, by a belief in the existence of its own 
“Mecca.” At the same time the International served 
to inspire certain sections of the population in many 
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lands and continents with fear of the “Communist 
monster,’ which oftimes, in decisive moments, 
served as a potent weapon in the hands of dem- 
agogues and usurpers of power. In the interests 
of more harmonious cooperation in bringing the 
Second World War to a speedy and decisive conclu- 
sion Stalin has now found it necessary to do away 
with the fiction. For this, as we have already noted, 
he deserves to be commended, but has he perma- 
nently removed the machinery which has always 
hidden behind that fiction? 


We pose this question because we know that the 
Soviet government is in a position to continue its 
total control over the various Communist parties 
even without the instrumentality of the Comintern. 
There are many other, “innocent,” forms through 
which Moscow can continue to exercise its control 
over its “subjects” the world over. One sign-board 
can be easily replaced by another, or control over 
one’s loyal sons and daughters can be exercised with- 
out any visible symbols at all. What with the Bol- 
shevist talent for mimicry and conspiracy, this is no 
difficult task, just as it was not at all difficult to con- 
tinue controlling the American Communist Party 
even after November, 1940, when it declared itself 
officially independent of the Comintern in order to 
evade registration as a foreign agent under the Voor- 
his Act. How sincere, then, is the declaration issued 
by Moscow? To what extent can it be relied upon? 


It was not easy for Stalin to decide upon the step 
which he took through the Comintern office. A 
powerful movement does not part so easily with 
long cherished symbols and instrumental fictions. 
Such a step could obviously have been taken only 
under the heavy pressure of necessity, and there is 
some reason to believe that as far as the immediate 
future is concerned Stalin means what he let the 
valedictory Comintern declaration say. Moscow 
knows full well not only that the Allies are now 
dependent on Russia but also that the Soviet Union 
is and will be dependent on the Western Allies dur- 
ing the war itself and at least for some years of the 
post-war period. It knows that in order to secure the 
full cooperation of the Western world it must give 
the assurance that it will refrain from seeking to 
exploit the Allied victory for the purpose of Com- 
munist expansion beyond the Russian boundaries 
which are expected to be determined at the peace 
conference with Russia’s full participation. It is 
symptomatic that Andrei Krutikov, the head of the 
Soviet delegation to the International Food Con- 
ference at Hot Springs, Va., has proposed not only 
that American food be sent to the Red Army now 
(such a request would certainly be granted, within 
the limits of possibility, even without the dissolution 
of the International), but also that steps be taken 
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at once to formulate plans how to help Russia re- 
construct her economy by means of long-term 
credits after the war. Moscow knows that even 
after the victorious conclusion of the war Russia 
will be among the neediest countries — be- 
cause of the indescribable devastation caused by the 
Nazi invasion—and that without large-scale inter- 
national assistance she may find it difficult to recover. 
Even a victorious Russia will in no small measure be 
dependent economically on the Anglo-Saxon world, 
and it is in return for the prospect of cooperation 
with this world that Russia is willing to give up the 
plans and intentions which were symbolized by the 
Communist International for nearly a quarter of a 
century. 


It seems to us that the captains of Soviet politics 
have genuinely renounced all such intentions for the 
immediate future. They would seem to have made a 
sober calculation and have reached the conclusion 
that for a certain period of time they cannot expect 
any “revolutionary situation,” in the specific sense in 
which the term has been used by Communists, to 
arise. Will the Communist International—or, more 
correctly, the apparatus for Soviet expansion for 
which the International was a pseudonym—be resur- 
rected in the more distant future, once Russia’s grave 
wounds have been healed? It is premature to answer 
the question at this time. But past experiences have 
taught us a lesson which may well be applied to the 
future. The Soviet appetite for expansion can be 
stimulated primarily by the weaknesses and failings 
in the political and economic structure of the demo- 
cratic countries. Whether or not these countries will 
free themselves of these weaknesses, to what extent 
and at what tempo—thus removing in effect the con- 
ditions for an expansionist Soviet foreign policy— 
depends not upon Russia, but upon the democracies 
themselves: upon the dynamic, constructive forces 
which may or may not be revealed by their “classes 
and masses.” 











NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATE 


Commencing with this issue, the annual 
subscription rate for the Jewish Frontier will 
be 

$3.00 in the U. S. and Canada 

$3.50 Foreign. 

The price of a single copy remains 25c. 

The increase in the subscription rate was 
necessitated by the war-time rise in the cost 
of publication. 


THE MANAGEMENT. 























12 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


The Conditions for Zionist Success 


by Norman Angell 


ET US take first of all what we would like to see 
take place. It is surely this: that Palestine 
should become a self-governing Jewish state, a true 
homeland of the Jews, master of its own immigra- 
tion policy, open to development without the re- 
strictions and complications imposed by the presence 
of an Arab population nearly twice as great as the 
Jewish population; and by the fears and incompeten- 
cies and even hostilities of the mandatory or guardian 
power; and that such a Palestine should have secure 
defense. Without this last condition the others are 
not of much value. That is what we would like to see. 


Let us take next, the actual obstacles to the attain- 
ment of that status; and thirdly, how we can come 
nearest to overcoming the obstacles and to realizing 
as much of the ideal as possible. 


I shall not weary you with all the reasons which 
make the solution I have outlined desirable, not 
merely from the point of view of the Jew, but from 
the point of view of western civilization, of Christen- 
dom. I take it for granted that we start from the ac- 
ceptance of Zionism as an indispensable element in 
the solution of an age-old problem. 

But I emphasize this element of the interest of 
western civilization and Christendom because usless 
there is cooperation of the western and Christian 
world, nothing approaching the ideal is likely to be 
realized. 

We know too well the obstacles to the realization 
of Zionist aims: the presence of a major Arab popu- 
lation in Palestine itself, the fact that that population 
makes part of a widely scattered Arab population 
and of a Moslem world still more widely spread; 
populations so situated as to be able to make diff- 
culties for the mandatory power in carrying out the 
aims of Zionism. There are, of course, the other 
obstacles already indicated—bureaucratic incompe- 
tence, anti-Semitic prejudice, lack of imagination in 
grappling with the problem, administrative timidity 
and a tendency everywhere to solve problems by 
postponing them, passing the buck, evading them. 
But the major concrete difficulty is the Arab position 
and the relation of that position to British security, 
or, what in practice often amounts to the same thing, 
British opinion about the needs of Britain’s security. 
In politics, opinions about the facts are often more 
important than the facts. 

Perhaps we do not always face this last fact as 
starkly and as realistically as it ought to be faced, 
because on the surface it looks absurd to say that the 
Arabs could threaten the security of Britain. It is, 
however, true that they can and have threatened it. 

Let me remind you of an incident of this war, the 
significance of which is not sufficiently realized. 


After the surrender of France to the Nazis, Britain, 
as is now known, lost virtually the whole of her 
equipment on the Continent. There were at the time 
just one hundred tanks in Great Britain; the number 
of planes held in reserve at some of the worst stages 
of the Battle of Britain were counted in dozens only. 
There was a daily and hourly fear of invasion. It was 
at this moment that Churchill scraped together every 
bit of armor that he could and sent virtually the 
whole of it to North Africa. This was long before 
there was any question of an American invasion of 
North Africa, or indeed any knowledge of when and 
in what circumstances America would enter the war 
at all. This act of Churchill’s has been described as 
reckless to the point of insanity. But the world prob- 
ably agrees today that to prevent the conquest of 
Africa by the Axis powers was the condition of vic- 
tory in this war. I might remind you that Britain 
had fought a great campaign in Africa in which 
greater Axis armies were destroyed and more Axis 
prisoners taken than in the second phase of the Afri- 
can war after Rommel had appeared on the scene. 

Now North Africa is largely an Arab and still 
more largely a Mohammedan country, and if we can 
imagine the Moslem populations everywhere, par- 
ticularly in Egypt, having risen violently against 
British forces during that perilous time of 1940-41, 
Africa might not have been saved and the Mediter- 
ranean today would be an Axis lake, and Palestine 
might well be in the occupation of Axis troops. 

Now you may say that this exaggerates both the 
strategic importance of the African position and the 
military importance of the Arab populations. That 
is possible, but I am not stating here a personal view, 
I am trying to see what is the British view, whether 
mistaken or not, as to the military importance of the 
Moslem attitude throughout the world. I do per- 
sonally doubt whether the British have exaggerated 
the strategic importance of Africa, because I think 
events show that its strategic importance is supreme. 
It may well be that they have exaggerated the mili- 
tary importance of the Arabs. 

I must say here a word about the make-up of the 
mandatory power. We are apt to think of the British 
community as merely the inhabitants of Britain, but 
the British community is scattered over the face of 
the earth, in Australia, in New Zealand, in Canada, 
in South Africa. The defense of those communities 
depends upon maintaining lines of communication 
between them, one such line of communication be- 
ing, as we are now learning, the Mediterranean. If 
Africa had fallen into Axis hands (which means, in 
the case of Africa, German hands) so would India 
have fallen and the defense of the British community 
throughout the world would have been impossible. 
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The defense of Palestine against the Nazi power, 
using, perhaps, Arabs as an instrument, would have 
been impossible. 

Sometimes, I think, Zionists are apt to overlook 
the problem of defense. It is easier to put a state on 
the map of the world than to insure that it will re- 
main there, a fact which Finland, Lithuania, Esthonia, 
Latvia, Czechoslovakia are illustrating in our time 
and Poland and other states have illustrated in ear- 
lier times. 

We must therefore ask, when we make plans about 
the future of Palestine, how we propose to defend 
the Jewish state in the midst of Arab populations 
and living in a world of astonishing instability. We 
condemn British imperialism—I have been doing it 
now for the best part of forty years—and idealists 
have pointed out on thousands of occasions these 
last twenty years that the British had no right in 
Gibraltar or Malta or Egypt or India. Yet, the awk- 
ward fact remains that unless Britain had been in 
those places these last four years Hitler’s gauleiter 
would now be established in Buckingham Palace 
and Nazi forces occupying Palestine. That does not 
justify British imperialism, but it does indicate that 
if we are to create a Jewish state in Palestine we must 
face the problem of its defense, and if that defense 
is not to be in the hands of an imperial power like 
Britain, what is the alternative which we have in 
mind? 

The ideal alternative would, of course, be an in- 
ternational organization in which the power of the 
whole was pledged to the defense of each member, 
and something like that is what some of us thought 
we were fighting for in the last war. The United 
States had a plan about that and took it to Europe; 
Europe not very whole-heartedly accepted it, but 
finally the United States did not accept it at all. We 
cannot therefore get very far in devising the defense 
of the future Jewish state in Palestine without know- 
ing what the role of the United States is to be in the 
future world organization. The Jewish homeland 
must be defended either by an imperial power like 
Britain or it must be defended by an international 
organization. That organization is not likely to come 
into being or prove effective without the cooperation 
of the United States. 


I would say, therefore, that the condition of realiz- 
ing any near approach to the ideal solution in Pal- 
estine, a conditio sine qua non, is that the United 
States should this time, without any possibility of 
question, be ready to participate in a collective se- 
curity system. If the United States retires once more 
into isolationism or semi-isolationism, the British 
community throughout the world, stretching from 
New Zealand and Australia through South Africa, 
the Rhodesias, Kenya, the strong points of the Medi- 
terranean, into Britain, will have an exceedingly hard 
time of it in holding together at all and will be ex- 
ceedingly nervous about challenging the prejudices 
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and fanaticisms of Moslem peoples, since those 
peoples will be playing a large role on the southern 
shore of the Mediterranean, as well as the eastern 
and the southeastern, in India and in the Far East 
generally. 

If we could once surmount the problem of defense 
for a Jewish Palestine it would be possible to tackle 
the Arab problem in Palestine proper along more 
constructive lines than those which have marked it 
in the past. It is inadequate to say that the increase 
of Jewish immigration into Palestine does not in- 
jure the material interests of the Arabs. That is quite 
true, but it is, alas, irrelevant to the heart of the prob- 
lem. Nationalist fanaticism takes little account of 
material interest. The method I believe to be pur- 
sued in Palestine is not any enforced removal of the 
Arab population—that would be wrong and suicidal. 
But the Arab world is a great one, containing vast 
areas completely undeveloped. If some of that Arab 
area outside Palestine were developed and offered to 
Palestinian Arabs, the cénditions might be made so 
attractive that you might secure a voluntary Arab 
emigration in large numbers on to land developed 
for the specific purpose of inducing them to go there, 
so that side by side with an increase of Jewish immi- 
gration into Palestine might go an Arab emigration, 
until Palestine had become a predominantly Jewish 
state in its population make-up. But I emphasize par- 
ticularly the importance of making this a purely 
voluntary migration. 

As to the suggestion of Palestine becoming a state 
in an Arab federation, it is necessary to face the fact 
that in federal organizations as generally known 
power tends to drift very much to the federal center 
and away from the component states. The federal 
center in a Pan-Arabian federation would be an 
Arab center. 


The position of Dominions in the British Com- 
monwealth of Nations is one which combines the 
very greatest maximum of freedom and sovereignty 
for the component parts with a sufficient degree of 
common action against aggression to insure adequate 
defense. A nation like Canada or Australia is inde- 
pendent. There is indeed no federal government, or 
no government of any kind for the nations of the 
British Commonwealth, no Commonwealth parlia- 
ment, no Commonwealth central authority to tell 
the Dominions what they must do. It is left indeed 
to the Dominions to say whether in the event of a 
threat to their security they will take part in resist- 
ance or not. Common action has, for the most part, 
been taken by the Dominions in two world wars: 
All the Dominions save one acted immediately when 
war was declared against Hitler. Neither the British 
Empire nor the British Commonwealth (the two 
terms are often used interchangeably) is a Federa- 
tion, but defense (and only defense) is federalized 
by a sort of gentlemen’s agreement, not by any stat- 
utory compulsion. A Jewish state which would have 
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the degree of freedom of a New Zealand or an 
Australia, but would at the same time be assured of 
its defense by the action of a community of other 
states in the event of a threatened aggression, would 
be the ideal solution. It is probable, however, that in 
future the commitments for defensive purposes will 
have to be much more definite and binding than 
those which have held together so far the Dominions 
of the British Commonwealth. 


There is one other point which we cannot over- 
look. 


We have all lately been lamenting the fiasco of 
the Bermuda Conference. Behind the paralysis and 
impotence displayed at that Conference lay, in large 
part, the fear of governments that their people 
would bitterly resent any lowering of the barriers to 
immigration. Underlying this fear of immigration is 
the fallacy that immigrants take away jobs from the 
population already established in a given area, and 
peoples, like the American ‘and the British, which 
have just gone through a period of harassing unem- 
ployment are bound to be sensitive about that unless 
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they have been educated to see that immigration does 
not in fact worsen the unemployment situation. But 
extremely little educational work has been done to 
persuade the average voter of the truth in this matter. 
Much more ought to be done. 

One last point. Anti-Semitism is an expression of 
an old, deep biological fear, the old tribalism which 
tends to repel anything which can be interpreted as 
not belonging to our tribe, our nation, our class. It is 
barbaric, uncivilized, and for that very reason per- 
haps, deep-seated. But it can be extirpated. It can be 
educated out of us as we educate many other savage 
impulses out of us. But little can be done about it 
until we face it as a trap into which men are likely to 
fall. I doubt whether one average citizen in a hun- 
dred is ever warned to beware of this trap of xeno- 
phobia, national hostility, racial discrimination. Yet 
education, the way in which we learn history, the 
way in which we learn about society, could make us 
aware of the danger and help us to overcome it. We 
have to be educated for the new kind of world which 
tomorrow we shall have to face. It is time that that 


kind of education was begun. 


The Building Cooperatives 


by Israel Mereminski 


URING THE last two decades the collective and 
cooperative activities of the Histadrut in Pales- 
tine in the fields of agriculture, transport, public 
works and industry have become one of the most 
noteworthy examples of economic planning based on 
principles of social justice. The methods employed 
and the economic forms which have been established 
must appear to any careful observer as significant not 
only for the future of Palestine, but for the future 
development of society as a whole. Most remarkable 
is the fact that the Histadrut has not only established 
economic forms, but has also succeeded in educating 
the new man, the man of labor, who views work and 
mutual assistance between city and village, between 
industry and agriculture, between those already in 
Palestine and the millions that are yet to come as the 
ultimate aim of his life. 

This alone is the proper scale for measuring the 
economic achievements of the Histadrut. It is the 
clear-cut facts about the achievements of the Kvutza 
and the cooperative movement, about the close co- 
operation between the trade unions and labor-owned 
economy, about the harmony between social values 
and Jewish needs achieved by the economic policy of 
the Histadrut which represent its greatest worth, 
reaching far beyond the framework of Palestine and 
Zionism. 

But Sir Ronald Storrs* is angered. He is upset by 





* See “Sir Ronald Discovers a Menace,’ JEWISH FRONTIER, 
May, 1943. ; 


any innovation in economic policy and is heaping 
accusations upon the Histadrut one after another. 
What, in fact, does he say? 


In one of his Sunday Times articles Sir Ronald 
charges that the Histadrut resorts to calling strikes 
in factories in order to ruin them economically and 
force them into the network of Histadrut coopera- 
tives. He relates that the Histadrut offers special 
privileges to its cooperatives, permitting them to pay 
lower wages than are demanded of private enter- 
prises. He seeks to create the impression that the 
Histadrut, in effect, pays the employees in its own 
cooperatives lower wages than those paid by private 
industry or in the government public works. 


This is a grave accusation indeed. The Histadrut 
and its contracting and industrial cooperatives are 
represented as the arch-fiends of Palestine, bent on 
the destruction of its industry and its labor standards, 
mercilessly exploiting labor—all of which Sir Ron- 
ald is determined to rescue from perdition! True, 
none of the seven articles which he devoted to the 
situation in Palestine contains any facts to substan- 
tiate the charges. Storrs refers to but one Histadrut 
institution which has become to him the symbol of 
destructiveness in the Palestinian community—Solel 
Boneh. This organization which is filling govern- 
ment construction orders is—according to Storrs— 
the one guilty of underpaying its employees, ruining 
private industry by provoking unjustified strikes, and 




















June, 1943 


then taking over private industrial undertakings 
altogether. 

It is therefore necessary to examine the real situa- 
tion: Is Solel Boneh in reality what Sir Ronald 
claims it is? Is it a blessing or a curse for the labor 
movement, for the Jewish community of Palestine, 
for all of Palestine’s inhabitants, for the Palestine 
government? Is in reality Soleh Boneh the destruc- 
tive force Storrs pictures it to be, the same Solel 
Boneh which, in 1937-9, completed extensive gov- 
ernment projects for the defense of the country, 
which has supplied the largest number of trained 
workers for the needs of the Palestine government 
and the military needs of the neighboring countries? 

It is not our intention at this time to go into a full 
evaluation of Solel Boneh, though such an evalua- 
tion would be in order particularly now, when a 
complete military unit of engineers and sappers, 
named “Solel Boneh” and recruited in its entirety 
from the Solel Boneh labor force and administrative 
staff, has just completed its splendid contribution to 
the war in North Africa—while the families of the 
members of the unit were, by the way, maintained 
completely out of Solel Boneh funds. Nor do we 
wish to react to Sir Ronald’s accusations by 
quoting the official government declarations, which 
state that the rates of pay and the working condi- 
tions in Solel Boneh undertakings are higher than in 
any private undertakings, nor by referring to the 
public challenge made by the Histadrut to Storrs 
that he “cite at least one case where a private com- 
pany was brought to economic ruin by a strike and 
then taken over by a cooperative.” We shall use the 
opportunity of the Storrs attack to relate several im- 
portant facts about the Histadrut cooperatives them- 
selves, particularly about Solel Boneh, allowing the 
reader to form his own judgment about the social 
and economic value of these institutions. 

First, let us consider the situation in the field of 
government contracts. There exists in Palestine a 
measure of competition in obtaining such contracts, 
just as in other countries, and naturally there is a 
variation in the bids. Inasmuch as the greatest em- 
ployer of labor in wartime is the civilian and mili- 
tary administration, it is important to know who 
received their contracts and how they were executed. 
It is also important to know how many Jewish and 
how many Arab workers were employed on the 
government contracts, bearing in mind that 75-80% 
of Jewish labor is unionized, while Arab labor is 
inexpensive and almost totally unorganized. 

The latest complete figures available are for the 


year 1940: 
EMPLOYER WORKERS EMPLOYED 

Jews Arabs Total 

Civil Admimistrationn nncvossssssenseee 2,000 6,000 8,000 

Military Administration mm 1,200 6,000 7,200 

Private Arab Contractors eum. 350. 5,000 5,350 

Private Jewish Contractors ...... 1,400 4,500 5,900 

Solel Boneh 7,500 900 8,400 
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The above table shows that Solel Boneh employs 
25% of all workers engaged on government pro- 
jects, and 60% of all the Jews so employed. 

The next table reveals the wage scale used by the 
various groups employing Jewish workers. 





Employer Days of Work Wages Paid 
Solel Boneh 2,200,000 $6,000,000 
Private Arab Comtractors sss 90,000 120,000 
Private Jewish Contractors wu. 450,000 600,000 
Civil Adimimistration -cesecscscssseeee 600,000 600,000 
Military Administration «cm 360,000 300,000 


Thus, while Solel Boneh employment represents 
60% of the total Jewish work days, it accounted for 
80% of the wages paid to Jewish workers on gov- 
ernment projects. To put it differently, the average 
daily wage paid to Jewish workers was: 





Employer Daily Wage 
Solel Boneh $2.75 
Private Jewish ComtractOrs nseemesssssssenees 1.35 
Private Arab Comtractors -nnddccsssuesensesssesee is} 
Civil Administration 1.00 





Military Adimimistration essen « 

An additional important fact to be considered is 
that Solel Boneh engaged both skilled and unskilled 
Jewish labor, whereas other employers took only 
skilled Jewish workers and used Arabs for the un- 
skilled labor at even lower wages. 

In Palestine, the quality of the work performed 
and the standard of wages can both best be judged by 
the percentage of Jewish workers employed. Thus, 
we have the following figures on the ratio of Jewish 
and Arab workers in the various areas of employ- 





— Jews Arabs 
Solel Boneh 88 Yo 12% 
Private Jewish Contractors crv 18% 82% 
Private Arab Contractors ese 5% 95 % 
Civil Admmimistration ecco 21% 79 Yo 
Military Administration om 23 Yo 77% 


The difference in wage scales for Arab labor speaks 
eloquently in favor of Solel Boneh, as indicated in 
the following table: 








Days Worked Wages 
Solel Boneh 200,000 $160,000 
Private Arab Contractors sesso 1,500,000 720,000 
Private Jewish Contractors .nsseme 1,800,000 880,000 
Civil Acmmimistrationn  eecemasesmsesee 2,400,000 960,000 
Military Administration «nm 1,500,000 720,000 

7,400,000 $3,440,000 


Arab workers received an average of 47c a day. 
The average rate for the various employers was as 








follows: 
Solel Boneh 80c 
Civil Administration 40c 
Military Administration ecco i 
Private Jewish ComtractOrs evuimnsnmen AIC 
Private Arab Comtractors cscsossssseesseeeene . 48c 


This is the situation in the sphere of public works, 
where the Government has its say. It is worth tak- 
ing a glimpse into the situation in the related quar- 
rying industry. Here Solel Boneh has played a parti- 
cularly important role. It not only mechanized the 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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LUDWIG LEWISOHN writes about 
THE WORLD OF SHOLOM ALEICHEM: 


“The new book, ‘The World of Sholom Aleichem,’ 
is upon the whole the most beautiful book—en- 
tirely beautiful, without bitterness or bitingness 
—which Samuel has written. I hasten to add that, 
though it is the book of a great nostalgia, it never 
exceeds a just moderation of feeling. It has no | 
tears; it has no cries. Yet it cleaves to a great 
depth and rises to every height of the strange and 
lovely and hidden loftiness of its theme.” 
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The Building Cooperatives 
(Continued from Page 15) 


industry, but revolutionized the entire labor set-up. 
This branch was for many years almost entirely 
monopolized by Arab labor, even when it was 
known that the Histadrut provided better working 
conditions. However, in 1936, with the outbreak of 
the riots, Arab quarrymen, aroused by Nazi-Fascist 
agitators and the Jerusalem Mufti, boycotted their 
Jewish customers and stopped delivering building 
stone for governmental, port and private undertak- 
ings where Jewish labor was employed. The Histad- 
rut then laid the foundation of its own quarries. 
With its help, the beginnings of the Tel Aviv port 
were made and numerous private, municipal and 
governmental buildings were erected. 500 Jews are 
now engaged in this industry which is devoted solely 
to military supply, as all civilian building has been 
stopped by the government for the duration of the 
war. Of these workers, 450 belong to the Histadrut 
and 50 are employed in small groups by Jewish con- 
tractors, with or without Arab workers. The Jewish 
workers employed by Solel Boneh get 25-35% more 
in wages than those’outside the cooperative, in addi- 
tion to sick benefits, accident insurance, paid vaca- 
tions and other advantages not provided for the 
others. 

At the same time Solel Boneh pays its Arab work- 
ers almost twice the rate paid in the Arab sector. 
The Histadrut is able to provide these much superior 
conditions because of more advanced techniques and 
modern equipment which enable the workers to pro- 
duce more and better materials. The same rule 
applies to other industrial undertakings of the His- 
tadrut. 

Sir Ronald Storrs must have been referring to the 
two large factories which the Histadrut has pur- 
chased in the course of the war. Let us consider the 
two Cases seriatim: 

In September, 1941, Solel Boneh redeemed from 
receivership the largest metallurgical plant in Pales- 
tine, the Vulcan Foundry near Haifa. This foundry 
was once worth £P. 100,000. For many years the 
relationship between owner and employees was of 
the best. Wages were always only a small part of 
the production cost, but the industry suffered from 
sharp foreign competition, beside inadequate con- 
nections with sources of raw materials and insufh- 
cient operating capital. The Histadrut won the appre- 
ciation of the management for its efforts to aid in 
maintaining the plant through the utmost coopera- 
tion of the workers and through having its institu- 
tions place substantial orders for bathtubs and other 
commodities produced there. However, after a crisis 
in 1936-37, the plant was taken over by a bank re- 
ceivership. In 1940-41, the company owned a quar- 
ter million dollars’ worth of raw materials, but no 
new capital was available for investment which 
would enable it to share in the production of war 
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materials. There was a danger that the foundry 
would be shut down completely and its equipment 
transferred to India. At this moment, Solel Boneh 
stepped in to take over the plant and the raw 
materials for the sum of £P. 95,000. The entire 
Yishuv applauded this action of the Histadrut, 
which was able to save an industry for Palestine, 
while idle private Jewish capital valued at $70,000,- 
000 did not venture to do so in view of the uncer- 
tainties of the war. Because the Histadrut was con- 
vinced that a metallurgical establishment was a vital 
necessity for the country and for the United Nations’ 
war effort in the Middle East, Solel Boneh invested 
this large sum from its own resources in order to 
continue the enterprise. 


Within the first six months under Solel Boneh 
management, the Vulcan Foundries executed more 
than $600,000 worth of orders. The number of 
workers increased from 100 to 183. The monthly 
payroll jumped from $7,000 to $15,000. Produc- 
tion rose from $42,000 to $160,000 a month, as the 
plant works full force on war orders. What truth is 
there in the charge of Sir Ronald Storrs that Solel 
Boneh competes unfairly with private capital, when 
the factory maintains the same standards of employ- 
ment and of production maintained in private 
industry? 

And now let us pass to the case of the second fac- 
tory. Some years ago a group of Lithuanian Jews 
established a large glass factory near Haifa Bay at a 
cost of £P. 60,000 (nearly a quarter of a million 
dollars). In the face of technical errors made in de- 
signing the plant as well as competition from an in- 
ternational trust, the original owners had to transfer 
the factory to other hands at barely one-half its 
value. When the war broke out, the factory was 
transferred to an Egyptian company, which was on 
the verge of dismantling the machinery and taking it 
to Egypt. 

Solel Boneh, as the Histadrut generally, decided 
not to stand idly by the disgraceful retreat of Jewish 
private enterprise. The Histadrut was unable to per- 
suade private capitalists, who preach the industriali- 
zation of Palestine but keep their capital frozen 
securely in bank deposits, to take over the factory 
which was on the verge of collapse. Only one course 
remained open, if the factory was to be saved for the 
future Jewish Palestine rather than transferred to 
Egypt: to have Solel Boneh itself take over the 
factory. By means of an investment of $70,000, this 
was accomplished. 


The factory in question is the only glass factory in 
the entire Middle East. It has been there before, and 
has met with no local competition. Whom can it be 
competing with, and whom can it wrong? Or does 
perhaps the sin of the Histadrut consist in the fact 
that instead of having the factory, its machinery and 
some of Palestine’s skilled workers transfer to Egypt 
or India, it decided to save the factory for Palestine? 
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Is this the real reason for Sir Ronald’s chagrin? Is it 
that benefit will accrue to Jewish Palestine, or that 
the Jews of Palestine insist on making their contri- 
bution to the war effort of the United Nations as 
Jews? If this is the real source of his irritation, there 
is little that we care to do about it... 

The record of the activity of Solel Boneh and the 
other economic institutions of the Histadrut is 
an indication of the great constructive force 
inherent in the Jewish labor community and a por- 
tent of the large-scale economic development by 
means of cooperative effort and initiative which the 
future Jewish Aliya is certain to bring in its wake. 
The Histadrut today must seek to establish more co- 
Operative economic institutions on the pattern of 
Solel Boneh. Only in this way will the impoverished 
Jewish masses become useful and productive mem- 
bers of the future Jewish society in Palestine. 








FRONTIER REPRESENTATIVES 


Mr. MosHE BERMAN, field representative of the 
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FRONTIER subscription campaign in Ohio and Ken- 
tucky. Within the coming weeks, Mr. Berman will 
visit the states of Texas and California and will 
endeavor to enlarge the FRONTIER reading public 
there. 

We also take pleasure in announcing that Dr. I. 
STERNBERG, Professor at the University of Minne- 
sota, will devote his summer vacation months to the 
furthering of our publication. He will visit the 
states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Missouri and 
Michigan. 
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Poems By Bialik 


Translated by Abraham M. Klein 


WHEN THE DAYS SHALL 
GROW LONG 


And it shall come to pass when the days shall grow 
long 

And every day shall be like yesterday, and like the 
day before, 

Days that are merely days, little in profit and great in 
trouble,— 

Then shall weariness lay hold of man and beast alike. 

At twilight a man shall go forth, meditating, to the 
sea’s edge, 

And behold—the waters shall not turn back; 

Wherefore he shall yawn and be wearied. 

He shall fare forth to the Jordan; lo, it shall not be 
driven back; 

He shall yawn, he shall be bored. 

Orion and the Pleiades he shall behold; but they shall 
not stir from their places, 

Boredom shall encompass him, 

Wherefore they shall sit them down, man and beast, 
and grow mouldy together, 

And the burden of their lives shall be heavy upon 
them; 

Out of great desolation, a man shall pluck the hairs 
from his head, 

And the whiskers of the cat shall grow bald. 

Then lonesomeness shall rise up, 

Of its own self rise, like stale mushrooms in the limbs 
of a rotted tree. 

Lonesomeness shall fill up hollow and crack, 

Like vermin snuggling in rags. 

And it shall come to pass that when a man 

Shall repair to his tent at dusk to break his bread 

And shall dip his crumb and his herring in vinegar, 

Then shall lonesomeness take hold of him; 

When he shall drink his cup, lukewarm, stagnant, 

Longing shall suddenly be his; 

And when he shall fling his shoe and sock to a corner 
near the bedpost, 

He shall be sick with longing. 

They shall sit then, man and beast together; longing 
shall consume them; 

From great longing a man shall murmur in his 

dreams, 

The cat shall lament, and a scratching upon the tin 
roof shall be heard. 

Then hunger shall appear; 

A hunger, mighty, and great, unlike any before, 

Not hunger for bread or bard, but hunger for the 
Messiah! 

Every morning, with the blossoming of the sun, shall 
rise 

Man from his bed, from the privacy of his tent, 


Broken by the sleepless tossings of the night, sated 
with dreams, empty-souled, 

The sand of troubled sleep still upon his lashes, 
terror of the night still in his bones, 


- And still the ululating of the cat in his ears, and the 


tattoo of his claws digging in his brain and 
entrails— 

And he shall hasten to the windowpane; he shall 
wipe off its vapor; 

He shall hurry to his threshold; he shall roof his eyes 
with the palm of his hand; 

He shall lift his unwashed eyes, fevered, and hungry 
for salvation, 

Regarding the lane beyond the wall, the heap of 
rubbish near his house,— 

And he shall seek his Messiah! 

His wife shall wake from beneath the sheets, 

Unkempt of hair, bruised of flesh, sour in breath 

And shall remove her shrivelled breast from the 
mouth of her sucking-child 

And she shall mightily hearken: 

Is that the sound of the Messiah’s tread? 

Did you not hear the braying of his ass? 

Yea, even a child from the cardle shall lift up its 

head, 

And a rat from his hole shall peep: 

Is that the sound of the Messiah’s tread? 

Did not the bells upon his ass’s harness jingle? 

And the maidservant panting at the kettle in the 
scullery 

Shall poke out her besmirched face: 

Is that the sound of the Messiah’s tread? 

Did you not hear the blast upon his ram’s horn... 


GOD GRANT MY PART 
AND PORTION BE... 


Meek of the earth, humble in wit and works, 
Unknown and unseen dreamers, mute of soul, 
Stinted in speech, of beauty most abundant, 
Privily embroidering your lives— 

God grant my part and portion be with you! 


Like coral of the reaches of the sea, 

The pleasant savour of your minds lies hidden; 
And blooms your nobleness like berries wild 
Burgeoning in the shadow of a wood! 


Unbidden, you are bountiful; and lavish 
Without a knowledge of munificence. 

O poets of most lovely silence, priests 
Amidst the hush and quiet of the Lord, 

No alien eye beholds your festivals 

No, nor the days of mourning that are yours. 
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The mighty and the mean, the saint and sinner 
You greet without knee-crooking with the same 
Compassionate and comprehending smile. 


Tiptoeing slowly through the paths of life, 
The heart awake, the ear alert, the eye 

Most watchful, for its very touch you shudder 
For beauty’s least caress, you quake and tremble. 
You pass, and without pose or effort, sow 

That faith and purity that from you flows 

Like azure from the dome of heaven, like 


Numberless shadows from the pleasant wood. 
Yes, skilled in silence, voiceless, without speech, 
Utters your mouth no arrogance, your hand 
Fashions no masterpieces, works of pride. 

Desire and longing do within you fail. 

Your place is not with the array of seers, _ 

Nor in museums is your share and lot. 

Lonely and echoless your footstep dies. 

Howbeit, your life, the simple days of your life— 
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Behold the vision superb, the work of art, 
Ye keepers of God's image upon earth! 


Daily, and in the brilliance of your eyes, 
Yea, in the wrinkles of your countenance 
The beauty of your lives does drop by drop 
Flow into the hollow of the world 

As flows into the river's brimming heart 
The waters of a secret spring, unknown. 


As the Lord liveth, they will not be lost; 

Not the mere flutter of your eyelash, nor 
The least accounted stirrings in your heart! 
But like the music of the spheres, they will 
Forever tremble in the vaulted sky 

And even at the end of days, when no 

Echo will be of Haiman and Jeduthun, 

Nor memory of the wisdom of those two: 
Cholcol and Darda, sages of the east, 

Even then these will still live and be revealed 
In the light and brilliance of some unknown’s gaze, 
Or in the wrinkles of his countenance. 


BOOKS 





TOURIST’S END 


#4 LUES to an explanation of Stefan Zweig’s sui- 

cide are abundant in his posthumous autobiog- 
raphy, “The World of Yesterday” (Viking, $3), a 
book crammed with brave admissions and revealing 
inadvertences. Zweig definitely belonged to The 
World of Yesterday. Try as he may, this suave litter- 
ateur could not reconcile himself to our paroxysmal 
age. Strangely, he, an avoked cosmopolite, was de- 
ficient in the ability to make rapid adjustments, the 
one quality that has been perhaps the mainstay of 
Jewish existence. He was undeceived about this 
shortcoming and candidly confessed to it: 

“It may be that I had been too greatly pampered. 
... Emigration in itself, whatever the reason, inevit- 
ably disturbs the equilibrium. On alien soil one’s 
self-respect tends to diminish, likewise self-assurance 
and self-confidence. .. . A part of the natural identity 
with my original and essential ego was destroyed for- 
ever... . I am possessed by the feeling that I ought 
express particular gratitude for every breath of air 
of which I deprive a foreign people.” 

Being an inveterate wayfarer, the Jew has ac- 
quired an inner balance naturally adjusted to migra- 
tion and its trials. But Zweig was a different Jew, 
having been deprived by his early training and his 
later life of the intramural immunities of his people. 
Born to a millionaire family in 19th-century Vienna 
he was reared, he tells us, in a bourgeois atmosphere 
which fatuously prided itself on having discovered 
certain security against all potential hazards and laid 


by J. L. Teller 


the greatest stress on firm investments and on the 
seemingly immutable prudish, hypocritical morality 
of that day. The senior Zweig boasted that he had 
never lent his signature to a note, asked for credits or 
curried anyone's favor. Zweig states that in his latter 
years, he had begun to discern within himself this 
same passion for complete independence, which he 
carried to morbid extremes, revealing an intense fear 
of people. It is this, probably, which brought on his 
tragedy. Shying away from commitments and en- 
tanglements, Zweig suddenly found that world 
events had upset the meticulous rhythms of his life; 
he, who had carefully chosen friends and companions 
to protect himself from the perils of unanticipated 
contacts, was suddenly thrown together with the 
unselected many, and recoiled. 

He was totally unprepared for such an eventuality. 
Seemingly convinced that neat diplomacy could have 
prevented the upheavals of the past quarter of a cen- 
tury, he shows in his autobiography little awareness 
of the mighty social processes which set off this 
global war long before it took its present military 
shape. Admitting that his father’s security-dikes were 
unreal, Zweig nevertheless had not completely aban- 
doned them. 

Writing with profound nostalgia of Vienna before 
the first World War, he seeks to convey the impres- 
sion that it was a glorious era of real harmony be- 
tween the various sections, classes and peoples. He is 
oblivious of the underprivileged, of the suppressed 
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nationalities which composed the restive and un- 
happy mosaic of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
Zweig was a cosmopolite, in a most circumscribed 
cosmos—the universe of salons and first class artistic 
cafes. He saw the world through the romantic eyes 
of an urbane, sheltered son of a 19th-century Vienese 
Jewish bourgeois. His romanticism is almost ludic- 
rous. He “saw nothing more magnificent, nothing 
more moving in (Soviet) Russia than Tolstoy's 
grave.” He writes of New York’s “small, comfort- 
able cafeterias” (apparently never having been there 
during the obstreperous, indecorous rush-hours) ; de- 
scribing the U. S. before the first World War he tells 
with ebullience that “here were jobs that but waited 
for takers. ... Without the hindering interference of 
the State or formalities, or trade unions, in that now 
legendary freedom a deal was made in a minute.” No 
mention of sweatshops, the curse of that “legendary 
freedom,” and of the great strikes and dogged union- 
ization—the beginning of the mighty stirrings which 
precipitated social legislation and, finally, the New 
Deal. 

Zweig saw only the exotic; he was a tourist; his 
life, a tour-de-luxe. In his later years, when forced to 
travel in the steerage of life, so to speak, and stop at 
its common hostelries, he could not mear it. 


From his father Zweig also inherited a distressing 
feeling of inner insecurity. It is this complex that 
drove the senior Zweig and his caste to place their 
faith in evanescent values and bank on ephemeral 
investments in a desperate attempt to strike root. But, 
like many another of his class in 19th-century Vienna, 
the elder Zweig was well aware that for a Jew real 
security was beyond reach; and that his emancipa- 
tion was not unqualified. Stefan Zweig writes: 


“In public life they (the Jews) exerted only a 
meager influence. . . . The leading positions in the 
administration of the State were held by inheritance, 
diplomacy was reserved for the aristocracy, the army 
and higher officialdom for the old families, and the 
Jews did not even attempt ambitiously to enter into 
these privileged circles. They tactfully respected these 
traditional rights as being quite matter-of-course. I 
remember, for example, that throughout his entire 
life my father avoided dining at Sacher’s, and not for 
reasons of economy—the difference in price between 
it and the other large hotels was insignificant—but 
because of a natural feeling of distance; it would have 
been distressing or unbecoming to him to sit at a 
table next to a Prince Schwarzenberg or a Lobko- 
witz.” 

This humbleness, passed on from father to son, ex- 
pressed itself in Stefan Zweig’s morbid lack of con- 
fidence in his own writings and in his avid search for 
association with the great of his time as though to 
compensate for his father’s humiliating demarcation 
line in front of Sacher’s. Humility is a virtue, but in 
Stefan Zweig’s case it was something less laudatory 
—self-depreciation. In his autobiography Zweig bit- 
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terly complains of his inferiority complex. The more 
he associated with the great, the greater was his iso- 
lation from life; the more he associated with the few, 
the more impelling was his estrangement from the 
many; he learned to know some of the great men, 
many of whom decreased in stature under the cor- 
rosive effect of the years, but he never learned to 
know the people. 

Zweig’s values were finally blown away in a single 
gust, even as were his father’s. It was not the bank- 
ruptcy of ideas, but rather the dissolution of a mood, 
the moral-esthetic mood shared by many of his con- 
temporaries. Too many set up house in a mood. 

Zweig never made a pretense at valor, though he 
greatly admired the moral kind. As for himself, “It 
happens—and I am not ashamed to admit this fault 
—that there is nothing heroic in my nature. My nat- 
ural attitude to all dangerous situations has always 
been to evade.” Even in the present war, which 
brought his entire world crashing about him, Zweig 
remained non-committtal as best he could and as 
befits the scion of a father who banked his all on 
security. This aloofness, his refuge to the end, ex- 
plains his oath, “an oath which I still kept in 1940— 
never to write a single word that affirmed war...”, 
nor, for that matter, bluntly to condemn it. 

Zweig was peeved apparently that although he 
was a much read writer, he wielded little influence. 
Too humble to state it, he intimated it when he com- 
plained of the deterioration in our age of the influ- 
ence of writers. He thought of writers as prophets. 
Prophets find attentive ears, but how many writers 
of our generation dared to face a prophet’s hazards? 
The prophets of Israel were active partisans in their 
day; Zweig, who was typical of many, was above 
partisanship, above the melee. He was a moralist of 
sorts, but he shirked moral responsibilities or—as our 
sages called them—smitzvot ma’astyot. “. .. Nothing 
could be found (by the Gestapo) to show that I ever 
had said a detrimental word about Germany (or 
about any other nation of the earth) or that I had 
been politically active,” Zweig admits. And it is due 
to this, perhaps even more than due to his exile which 
merely highlighted the existing condition, that Zweig 
felt himself “today, as a writer . . . one ‘who living 
follows his own corpse’; everything, or almost every- 
thing that represents my work in the world during 
forty years has been destroyed by one and the same 
fist.” 

The fist was not Hitlerism alone, but reality. 
Zweig, after years of studied evasion, was not pre- 
pared for it. He was of the small number of German- 
Jewish writers who were aware of their ‘origin. 
But his Jewish consciousness too was marked, or 
marred, by his escapist attitude. At one time, he was 
near embracing Zionism: “... Theodor Herzl was 
the first to champion me from his exposed and there- 
fore responsible position (as feuilleton editor of the 
Neue Freie Presse), and it was difficult for me to 
determine—ungratefully, it may seem—not to join 
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his Zionist movement actively and in the responsible 
capacity that he would have wished. The right rela- 
tion never presented itself. I was estranged above all 
else by the disrespect . . . with which his own party 
associates treated Herzl... . The quarreling and dog- 
matic spirit, the constant opposition, the lack of 
honest, hearty subordination in this circle, alienated 
me from the movement which I had only approached 
curiously for Herzl’s sake.” 

Zweig’s autobiography contains interesting char- 
acter illuminations, vivid sketches of the famous of 
his time. It is in these that his Jewish attitude is most 
defined. There seems to be, despite their excellence, 
a black-and-white quality about them. To him the 
life of his non-Jewish friends seemed saturated with 
sun and serenity, while the life of the Jews he had 
come in contact with appeared somber and tragic. 
In all probability, Zweig exaggerated both the se- 
renity and the somberness. To him all Jews were 
associated with heroic conflicts, and he tried, some- 
how, to relate his own deficiency to what he consid- 
ered the /ettmotif of the Jewish national character: 
the Jews who are the vanguard are the real victims. 
“From the time of my first play, Thersites, I had fre- 
quently occupied myself with the problem of the 
spiritual superiority of the vanquished. I was always 
tempted to depict the internal hardening which every 
form of power brings about in man, the -spiritual 
numbness of an entire people which every victory 
entails, and to contrast it with the energizing power 
of defeat that plows through the soul so painfully 
and fruitfully.” 

That was the motivation behind his Jeremiah: 
“, .. in choosing a Biblical theme I had unknowingly 
touched upon something that had remained unused 
in me up to that time: that community with the Jew- 
ish destiny whether in my blood or darkly founded 
in tradition. Was it not my people that had been 
conquered by all other peoples, again and again, and 
yet outlasted them because of some secret power— 
that power of transforming defeat through will, of 
withstanding it again and again? Had they not pre- 
saged, our prophets, this perpetual hunt and persecu- 
tion that today again scatters us upon the highways 
like chaff, and had they not affirmed this submission 
to power and even blessed it as a way to God? Had 
trial not eternally been of profit to all and to the 
individual?” 

Zweig himself did not possess that quality imma- 
nent in the Jewish character to “transfer defeat 
through will.” The power to withstand defeat comes 
to those who have inner springs of security. Zweig 
had never possessed these. He was a Jewish Dorian 
Grey, incapable of reconciling himself to the truth 
that the portrait he had painted of the world was as 
illusory and as liable to fade as all portraits. Zweig’s 
biographies are only of the brave and heroic. In this, 
the biography of himself, he chose for the first time 
an unheroic character—a confounded “cosmopolite” 
Jew. 
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“The Jews” 
and Other Essays 
CONFLICTS, STUDIES IN CONTEMPO- 
RARY History. By L. B. Namser. 
New York, Macmillan, 1943. 223 pp. 
$2.50. 

We have no equivalent of Professor 
Namier on the American scene. Jew- 
ish professors there are not a few; also, 
professors of Jewish studies. In neither 
category do we find a man who treats 
the contemporary Jewish scene and its 
affairs with the same knowledge and 
thoughtfulness as his academic spe- 
cialtry and who can, at the same time, 
bring his views on Jewish affairs to so 
wide a non-Jewish audience as does 
Professor Namier in England. 

All eighteen of the essays and ar- 
ticles comprising this book are re- 
prints. One dates back to 1918 and is 
included here by way of proof of 
prophecy: Professor Namier’s histor- 
ical forecast, at the hour of the treaty 
of Brest-Litovsk, of Russia’s forthcom- 
ing resurgence against Germany and 
the forces and methods whereby it 
would be attained. But a word of cau- 
tion. You will find here none of the 
obscure babbling of Nostradamus or 
the fantasies of General Homer Lea; it 
is a sound and acute historian who 
prophesies. 

“From Vienna and Versailles” and 
“After Vienna and Versailles” are basic 
background for the ills of our day, in- 
cluding the present war. For those 
pondering on the problem of Germany 
after a United Nations victory, “The 
German International” is revealing, al- 
though not as sensational as the current 
book “The Thousand Year Conspir- 
acy”. Professor Namier merely sets 
forth an historical phenomenon and 
tendency by the facts which comprise 
it, while the author of the above-men- 
tioned popular work starts with a 
thesis and works facts around it. If 
you like to read a book review done 
after the manner of a master surgeon, 
you will delight with “Survey of Inter- 
national Affairs, 1938”. Masterly is 
the only word, even though hackneyed. 

There is yet to be written a more 
eloquent and brilliant summary on the 
problem of the Jew in the non-Jewish 
world than the fifteen pages called 
“The Jews”. It is not new, but it says 
everything and says it freshly. For that 
which the lesser breed of our writers 
need a full page to convey, Professor 
Namier employs a line which is a 
storehouse of insight and understand- 
ing. Page after page, phrase after 
phrase beg to be lifted and quoted. 
Yet one wonders. Is he, like all Jews 
who see alike with him, writing for 
the blind, speaking to the deaf? To 
paraphrase Herzl: “If they would only 
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listen to us. But they will not listen.” 

What he stages in organized fashion 
in this essay, he illustrates pungently 
in “Judaica”, a collection of anecdotes 
and observations, humorous, searching 
and, a few, too true for comfort. “Num- 
bers and Exodus” is a survey of the 
unending Jewish cry, “Where to?” 
Jewish population, the impingement 
thereon of persecution, plans and pro- 
grams for relief are all considered in 
contemporary terms as well as their 
historical background. Aptly, it ends 
in biblical appeals. To those assimi- 
lated Jews who want none of Zionism 
because their own country is their 
Jerusalem he makes a plea to help “un- 
til the Lord have given your brethren 
rest, as he hath given you, and they 
have also possessed the land which the 
Lord your God giveth them .. .” and 
to those who stand in our way, he re- 


peats: “Let my people go.” 
SAMUEL DUKER 


Palestine On the Eve 
WAR Is PEOPLE. By Lorna Lindsley. 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1943. 

In between the preliminary bout 
with the Axis that took place in Spain 
and the main battle that began in Sep- 
tember 1939, Mrs. Lindsley took time 
out to see what to most people was a 
side show. A foreign correspondent 
with a deep sympathy for the common 
people rather than the highly stationed, 
she swiftly narrates the adventures of 
the common man in Spain, Palestine 
and France during the crucial period 
marking the end of the last decade. 

The first and last sections of Mrs. 
Lindsley’s book deals with two coun- 
tries that are well known to the aver- 
age reader. Spain has been dramatized 
by many authors, from Hemingway 
down. France has its defenders and 
apologists. But the list of those who 
deal seriously with Palestine as a fac- 
tor in the clash between ideologies, 
between totalitarianism and democracy 
is very slender. Naturally, we do not 
include in this list the Jewish writers 
whose efforts are limited primarily to 
Jewish readers. Perhaps the account 
of a noted foreign correspondent, who 
happens to be the niece of Secretary 
of War Stimson, will enjoy wider 
recognition. 

After a farewell salute to Spain, our 
reporter turns to exploring Palestine. 
It is evident that she starts with an 
intelligent sense of expectation. “I 
wanted to begin with the beginning in 
Palestine, and the beginning is the 
stockade. The seed of the new nation 
springs from behind these wooden 
walls.” In 1939, as in the three pre- 
vious years, many seeds had been 
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planted behind stockades under a hail 
of Axis-inspired bullets. 

In search of the well-springs of 
energy that keep the Jewish commun- 
ity growing, Mrs. Lindsley discovered 
the Histadrut and its vast network of 
institutions. Steering clear of political 
spokesmen, she studied the practical 
achievements. David Hacohen and 
Abba Hushi of Solel Boneh are cited 
as key men in the “new day of crea- 
tion.” She is intrigued by the coopera- 
tive institutions that are characteristic 
of Palestine. Despite a few geograph- 
ical and statistical slips, the author suc- 
ceeds in presenting a vivid picture of 
Labor Palestine. As a champion of 
Loyalist Spain, she cannot avoid draw- 
ing parallels in the behavior of the 
common people of both countries. 

The chapter entitled “Bootleg De- 
fense” is full of humor as well as an 
indictment of the British for their con- 
nivance with the Terror. With the 
repeal of the Volstead Act, the bootleg 
liquor menace was eliminated from 
the American scene. The prohibition 
of Jewish self-defense will not do away 
with the bootleg activities that are 
much more vital to the Yishuv than 
booze was to the palate of certain 
Americans. 


Determined on seeing the “other 
side of the picture”, Mrs. Lindsley 
called upon Arab leaders. She chatted 
with members of the Husseini family 
and their opponents, the Nashashibis. 
Arab talk boasted of more passion than 
logic. “The discussion was descending 
to pinpricks, so I decided it was time 
to go. I had not been converted to the 
Arab point of view even by the rea- 
sonable and charming Fakhri Bey 
Nashashibi. I left the Terrorist’s house 
with a feeling a disgust at his unreal- 
istic attitude, at his small and rankling 
mind.” 

Before leaving this Wonderland, 
Mrs. Lindsley paints a picture of the 
“Lawrence of Judea”, Captain (now 
Brigadier) Orde Wingate, whose 
collaboration with the Jewish self-de- 
fense prevented much unnecessary 
bloodshed during the riots, and tested 
techniques that helped rout the Italians 
from Ethiopia a few years later with 
many a Jewish lad at his side and 
execute a masterly guerrilla campaign 
in Burma a few weeks ago. 

This foreign correspondent left Pal- 
estine in 1939 with a feeling of de- 
pression. “There was in her soil a 
quality of infinite sadness and uncer- 
tainty; her plight seemed so urgent, 
her need for peace so great; her people 
all sensed the coming war and knew 
that although it would change it 
would not better their situation. The 
modern nation of Zion could be 
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counted on by England. Could she 
count on that loose and quarrelsome 
homogeneity which constituted the 
Arab world?” Although England must 
know the answer, she has not acted 
accordingly. She is all too prone to 
throw out the valuable plums in this 
“rich dish tipped precariously on the 
edge of a table.” 


One cannot close without a com- 
ment about the jacket of the book. In 
spite of the fact that a whole section 
is devoted to Palestine and most of 
that to the Jewish population of the 
country, not a word about Jews is 


The League 


The Ninth Annual Convention of 
the League for Labor Palestine was 
concluded at the Hotel Edison on May 
31st. Despite the absence of many lead- 
ing League workers who are now in 
the armed forces, including one 
WAAC, and the travel restrictions, 
there were fifty-three delegates from 
some fifteen cities and many friends 
who attended the 3-day session. 

Even at so close retrospect, this con- 
vention assumes unusual importance. 
The delegates unanimously voted to 
make the purchase of the shekel man- 
datory upon every regular League mem- 
ber. In response to widespread senti- 
ment among the members, the conven- 
tion explored the problem of the rela- 
tionship of the League to the American 
as well as to the Palestine scene. Back- 
ground for this departure was a three- 
man symposium held at the Saturday 
afternoon session, May 29th, wherein 
there participated Mark Starr, educa- 
tional director of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union, Dr. 
Ben Helpern, Educational Director of 
the League, and Samuel Duker, one of 
the League's vice-presidents. In the 
above order, the speakers respectively 
spoke on ‘American Labor, the Hista- 
drut, and the League for Labor Pal- 
estine. 

The genesis, the ideas and the social 
function of the American Labor Move- 
ment were discussed by Mr. Starr, 
while Dr. Halpern performed the same 
task with regard to the Histadrut, in- 
dicating the organic similarities be- 
tween the Histadrut and organized 
labor here, despite the widely different 
structural development. The affinity of 
both labor movements lies in their 
pragmatism, the Histadrut being prag- 
matic even in its efforts to achieve the 
final goal of a Jewish labor common- 
wealth in Palestine. 

In specifically relating the material 
presented by Messrs. Starr and Halpern 


to the League, Samuel Duker stressed — 


the fact that many League members, in 
their natural absorption in pro-Hista- 


mentioned in the blurb. A curious 
combination of words is the result: 
“She (Mrs. Lindsley) interviewed the 
heads of the Arab Terrorists, drank 
endless coffee with the foreign jour- 
nalists, who talk all day of Palestine’s 
unsettled problems. She came away 
with deep respect for the strong new 


roots which the sweat and toil of an 
ancient race are growing in an old and 
arid country.” Apparently the word 
Jew is taboo in the publicity depart- 
ment of the publishers. 

NAHUM GUTTMAN 


Convention !’ 


drut activity, often find themselves iso- 
lated from participation in liberal and 
labor causes on the American scene, 
which are in a sense parallel to the 
scope of their Palestine interests. He 
advocated a League program which 
would give members an opportunity 
to express their interest in such social 
problems as the labor and cooperative 
movements, share-croppers, and the 
land problem, and the establishment of 
a general progressive social order, 
stressing the contribution of ideas and 
methods labor Palestine has for the 
American scene. 


The symposium was followed by 
lively discussion from the floor, and 
subsequently the convention adopted 
resolutions stressing their support of 
anti-poll tax legislation, and the reor- 
ganized Fair Employment Practices 
Commission. This session was presided 
over by Mrs. Helen Stein, executive 
secretary of the League. 


The opening session, Friday evening, 
was an Oneg Shabbat, featured by a 
musical program, and addresses by 
Yehudit Simchonit, Palestine delegate 
from Moazot Hapoalot, and Shalom 
Wurm, Hechalutz delegate, on “Build- 
ing a Whole People,” and “New Social 
Forms in Palestine Agriculture and In- 
dustry.” Both speakers stressed the 
difficulties and problems involved in 
transforming immigrants from dozens 
of countries and diverse social as well 
as geographic backgrounds into a psy- 
chologically “whole” people, and into 
the human foundation material for a 
labor society. Ellis Radinsky presided 
at this session. 


On sunday afternoon, Dr. Leon 
Kubowitzki and Hayim Greenberg 
were the two speakers who presented 
their views concerning post-war Jewry. 
Dr. Kubowitzki indicated that he 
thought there would be a psychological 
reaction against anti-Semitism in Europe 
immediately following the war. How- 
ever, very real problems of readjust- 
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A Happy Shevuoth 


to You! 


Greetings and Good Wishes 


from 
The House of Calvert 


CALVERT DISTILLERS CORPORATION, New York City 
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Send Your Child to 
HABONIM CAMP KVUTZA 


A COOPERATIVE CAMP for 
Young People from 11 to 18 
Nine Camps throughout the United 
States and Canada. Further informa- 
tion may be obtained from your local 

Habonim group or from 
HABONIM 
275 7th Ave., New York 1, N. Y. 
Telephone: CHelsea 2-9312 
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ment and “return to normalcy” might 
well reawaken the old embers. Those 
Jews who will remain alive in Europe 
will be broken and unable to face 
the problems of reconstruction. They 
will need the help of American social 
workers, who must go to Europe to 
aid in the work of rehabilitation, re- 
settlement and readjustment. Mr. 
Greenberg stressed the need for mass 
emigration after the war for all peo- 
ples, and in particular the Jews. He 
indicated that planned economies, such 
as will probably exist after the war 
among most nations, will not permit 
free immigration. Therefore the 
masses of people who will need new 
homes must be provided for by inter- 
national agreement. For the Jews, Pal- 
estine’s doors must be opened. 

On Saturday evening, the conven- 
tion opened formally with Rabbi 
Samuel Wohl of Cincinnati, chairman 
of the National Council of the League, 
presiding. Dr. Seidel delivered his 
presidential report and address, and 
Judge Morris Rothenberg discussed the 
need for and the plans concerning the 
American Jewish Conference. 

A highlight of the convention was 
the dinner given in honor of Joseph 
Schlossberg, one of the founders of the 
League in the United States, a member 
of its administrative committee, and 
chairman of the National Labor Com- 
mittee. Over three hundred people, 
delegates, members and trade unionists 
gathered on Sunday night to honor Mr. 
Schlossberg’s contributions to trade 
unionism, labor Palestine, and higher 
education in New York City, he being 
a member of the Board of Higher Edu- 
cation for the City of New York. Abra- 
ham Miller, an active friend of Labor 
Palestine and secretary-treasurer of the 
New York Joint Board of the Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers of America, 
presided, and among the speakers were 
President Harry N. Wright of City 
College, Luigi Antonini, vice-president 
of the ILGWU, and James B. Carey, 
national secretary of the CIO. On be- 
half of the League, Mr. Ralph Wechs- 
ler, the national treasurer, paid tribute 
to Mr. Schlossberg, and Isaac Hamlin 
spoke on behalf of the Gewerkschaft- 
en campaign. The guest of honor con- 
cluded the occasion by a notably mov- 
ing statement of his lifelong faith in 
the progressive character of the labor 
movement, and in the necessity of Jew- 
ish redemption. 

On Saturday the delegates were the 
guests of the National Labor Commit- 
tee at an informal luncheon, which 
was signalized by the presentation of 
a check of $13,500, as a first install- 
ment by Baltimore League members 
toward their Gewerkschaften quota. 

D. SAMUEL 
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Labor Zionists Mobolizing for American 
Jewish Conference 


A Statement of Rules and Procedures 


With all the major Jewish organizations officially adhering to the American Jewish Confer- 
ence, intensive preparations are being made throughout the United States for the election of the 
500 deleagtes who will convene in July to establish a common program of action on post-war 
Jewish problems and elect a delegation to further such a program in cooperation with the duly 
accredited representatives of Jews throughout the world. 

The Labor Zionist Council, established by the Extraordinary Convention of all branches of 
the Labor Zionist movement, has outlined a course of action which will assure the maximum 
popular participation in the elections for the American Jewish Conference and the mobilization 
of support for the Labor Zionist candidates and program. 


Choosing Electors 

Each branch of the Labor Zionist movement 
is urged to choose its electors for the local con- 
ferences which will be held during the early 
part of June. These local conferences will elect 
the delegates to the national Conference. 

The Labor Zionist groups are urged to con- 
tact friendly organizations such as Landsman- 
shaften, Jewish Societies and labor groups to 
enlist their support of the Labor Zionist candi- 
dates and program at the local conferences. 

After careful deliberation, the Labor Zionist 
movement has decided against the formation of 
a national bloc with the other Zionist factions. 
Such a bloc is deemed unnecessary, particularly 
in the larger communities where each Zionist 
faction is in a position to elect conference dele- 


gates with the support of its own particular 
following. All Zionists are bound by the deci- 
sions of the Biltmore Conference with regard 
to a program for Palestine. The decision not to 
form a bloc is therefore not related to any ques- 
tion of Zionist principle, but aims to preserve 
the democratic form of elections and popular 
participation in the work of the American Jew- 
ish Conference. 

In small communities, where only one or 
two national delegates are to be chosen, Zionist 
blocs may be formed in order to assure a Zion- 
ist representation at the Conference. In alk such 
cases, delegates must be pledged to accept the 
discipline of the Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs, which embraces all Zionist 
wings. 


THE Lasor ZIONIST COUNCIL 
Calls Upon All Bona Fide Jewish Organizations to 


(1) Send Electors to the local Conferences 
(2) Support the Labor Zionist slate of candidates 
(3) Support the Labor Zionist platform 


The Labor Zionist Council includes 
POALE ZION ZEIRE ZION 
PIONEER WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE 
LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 
HABONIM, LABOR ZIONIST YOUTH 
and many 
Landsmanshaften, societies and trade unions. 


For further information, communicate at once with: 


LABOR ZIONIST COUNCIL 


for the 


AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 


275 SEVENTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
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Watch The Fords Go By! 


LEETS of mighty bombers are coming from 

Willow Run! Fleets of giant four-engined 
Fords with wings and heavily armored bodies 
able to carry tons of bombs to the Axis! 


These Ford-built Consolidated Liberator bombers 
are not only in production . .. they’re in volume 
production! And they’re leaving Willow Run ina 
steady stream for service throughout the world. 


Never before Willow Run has anything so big and 
complex as this Liberator bomber been built on an 
interchangeable mass-production basis. Some said 
it couldn’t be done... that frequent design changes 
would make mass production zmpossible. But army 
men knew that failure to produce aircraft in mass 
would prove disastrous. They knew that Victory 
demanded what seemed impossible—and they 
relied on Ford to do it. 


The army was right. What many thought impos- 
sible has been done at Willow Run! 


At other Ford plants across the nation, fleets of 
war models are being delivered every day. These 


FO. 2 .D 


include M-4 tanks, M-10 tank destroyers, Ford- 
built 2000-hp Pratt & Whitney engines for which 
Ford has received the Army-Navy “E”, and many 
other Victory models listed below. 


As you watch these Fords go by on their way to 
your sons and brothers at the front, remember that 
their quantity and quality reflect the feeling of 
the whole Ford organization that ... ”o effort 
short of Victory is enough. 





MOTOR 


Ford Mass-Production Lines Deliver Fleets of Weapons 


M-4 TANKS ... M-10 TANK DESTROYERS . . . GUN MOUNTS 
PRATT & WHITNEY AIRCRAFT ENGINES . . . ARMY TRUCKS 
JEEPS . . . TRUCK AND JEEP ENGINES . . . TANK ENGINES 


AMPHIBIAN JEEPS... UNIVERSAL CARRIERS... ARMOR PLATE 

MAGNESIUM CASTINGS . - RATE-OF-CLIMB INDICATORS 

CONSOLIDATED LIBERATOR BOMBERS. . . TRANSPORT GLIDERS 
AIRCRAFT GENERATORS . . . TURBO-SUPERCHARGERS 


This list does not include other important Victory models now 
in production that cannot be named due to wartime conditions. 











Listen to ‘Watch the World Go By” Featuring Earl Godwin. 
Every Night 8:00 P. M. E. W. T. on the Blue Network 


* * Buy U.S. War Bonds And Stamps x x 
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Ford-Built Consolidated Liberator Bomber 























Make the most of your victory 
garden vegetables— enhance 
their fresh flavors with dressings 
made of Heinz Pure Vinegars! 


T° do right by your vegetable salads, 

follow the advice of good cooks — 

use Heinz Pure Vinegars in your dress- 

ings! Because they’re mellowed in the wood till wonder- 

fully aromatic and sparkling, these full-strength vinegars 

give you more flavor for your money. You'll find it pays 

— from the standpoints of taste, economy, satisfaction — to 
use the vinegar with the keystone label! 

















